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Introduction

A) Brief reflections on the political role of the BBC and 
possible comparisons with other national mass institutions.

B) The Enchantment of everyday life – the programmes

1)  Music
2)  Documentary series
3)  Soap Operas

C) Social change and the contradictory role of the BBC
1) Racism
2) The emancipation of women





David Dimbleby

















Music



In the domain of music, there is no 
secret made of the fact that good music 
is preferred to bad, nor of the conviction 
(wonderfully borne out by experience) 
that the public prefer it too. It is
conceived as a privilege and duty to 
present certain grand works to which a 
concert organisation run for local profit 
could never hope to mount; to make the 
British public … acquainted with
challenging new work; and to assist 
opera to overcome the barrier that the 
cost of presentation has set up between
it and its eager multitudinous admirers. 
[…] John Reith, BBC Yearbook, 1928



As to the remaining time given to music and 
entertainment, let there be no idea that this 
category is one given grudgingly and under 
pressure from public or Press. It is not so. To 
provide relaxation is no less positive an 
element of policy than any other. Mitigation of 
the strain of a high-pressure life, such as the 
last generation scarcely knew, is a primary 
social necessity, and that necessity must be 
satisfied. 





Bing Crosby 1931,

I may seem proud, I may act gay,
It's just a pose, I'm not that way,
'Cause deep down in my heart I say
I surrender, dear. 

Frank Sinatra  1940 

I'll never smile again
Until I smile at you
I'll never laugh again
What good would it do?
For tears would fill my eyes
My heart would realize
That our romance is through. 















Date de l’épisode Nombre
d’hommes

Nombre de
femmes

% femmes

1968 81 0 0

1973 58 7 10,8

1975 85 10 10,5

1984 82 18 18

1990 58 21 26,5
Top of the Pops



The go jos



Pan’s people



Ruby Flipper



Legs and co 1981



Althea and donna 1978



The old grey whistle test



BBC Asian network



Private radio station 
established in 
France in 1992





The Sky at 
Night 1957-
2013
Patrick Moore







1964



1972



1973



1974





1980: a history
of modern art



1985

Episode 1 - Dangerous Gifts: the benefits and costs 
of Western influence
Episode 4 - Islam: The World's Debate - Islam Vs. 
Judeo-Christianity
Episode 6 - The Age of Exploration: Europe 
explores New Worlds
Episode 10 - India: The Ironies of Empire - India 
before, during and after colonial domination
Episode 13 - Capitulations: Third World countries 
learn the price of dependency on the West



1986



1986



1987



1995-
1998



BBC Soap 
operas



BBC Radio 1951-2021 (so far)



BBC TV 1954-57



BBC Radio 2 1969-1980



1978



1978-2008

Grange Hill



1985- present



1986- 2021



Just a word about sitcoms



Dad’s Army
The Vicar of Dibley 1994
Blackadder goes forth
Fawlty Towers



Till death us do part 
1965
The Good Life 1975
Keeping up 
Appearances 1990



Inclusion and diversity





On board Windrush





Winifred Atwell



Moira Stuart read news 
from 1981 – here she is 
in 1993



Make yourself at home





It ain’t half hot, 
mum



















Nan Winton



Mid-1970s



Annie Nightingale in the 
1970s



The Liver birds



The Vicar of Dibley











Monty Python early
1970s



Sitcom 1972-1985



1987



A 1993 episode


