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1.  John Locke  1632-1704
English philosopher



2. Thomas Paine
1736-1809
Anglo-American
revolutionary activist

Statue in Thetford, England



Statue, Trinity 
College, 
Cambridge

3. Thomas Babington 
Macauley, 1800-1859
British Whig politician



4. Frederick Douglass
1817 or 1818 – 1895

US activist and 
intellectual, born in 
slavery

Then February holidays



5. Emmeline Pankhurst
1858-1928
English political activist and 
leader of women's suffrage 
movement

Recent statue in Manchester



6. Andrew Carnegie
1835-1919
Scottish-American capitalist, 
and philanthropist

Carnegie library in Osaldtwistle, England



7. Theodore 
Roosevelt
1858-1919
US politician and 
26th president of 
the United States



8. Nelson Mandela
1918-2013
South African activist, 
later president of 
South Africa



9. Martin 
Luther King
1929-1968
US Baptist 
minister and 
activist



10. Margaret Thatcher
1925-2013
British Conservative Prime Minister



11. Jeremy Corbyn
b 1949
Left-wing leader of the 
Labour Party 2015-2020

Then Easter
holidays



Mary Lou Mcdonald
b 1969

Président of Sinn Fein





John Locke







Monarchs before the civil war

Henry VIII 1509-1547
Edward VI 1547-1553
Lady Jane grey
Mary 1 1553-1558
Elizabeth 1558-1603
James I 1603-1625
Charles I 1625-1649



Some of the ideas of the reformation

- Against corruption in the church
- For a personal relationship with God
- Less separation between priests and 

others
- No transubstantiation
- No papal infallibility



First Book of Common Prayer
was established in 1549







Edmund Campion



The millenary
petition in 
1603 
objected, 
among other
things, to 
wedding rings 
and 
vestments,











Tom Paine



Plaque in 
Thetford,  the 
town he was
born



Statue in 
Bordentown USA 
« Father of the 
American 
Revolution »



Statue in 
New Jersey

Where is there
not a statue of 
Tom Paine?





Statue in Paris, Parc 
Montsouris



The house of his
childhood



Thomas Paine was ranked 
No. 34 in the 100 Greatest 
Britons 2002 extensive 
Nationwide poll conducted 
by the BBC.[147]







“Such is the irresistible 
nature of truth that all it 
asks, and all it wants, is 
the liberty of appearing.”



“Of more worth is one 
honest man to society and 
in the sight of God, than all 
the crowned ruffians that 
ever lived.”



“But Britain is the parent 
country, say some. Then 
the more shame upon 
her conduct. Even brutes 
do not devour their 
young, nor savages make 
war upon their families.”



“Small islands, not capable 
of protecting themselves, 
are the proper objects for 
kingdoms to take under 
their care; but there is 
something absurd, in 
supposing a continent to 
be perpetually governed 
by an island”



THESE are the times that try men's souls. The 
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in 
this crisis, shrink from the service of their 
country; but he that stands by it now, deserves 
the love and thanks of man and woman. 
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet 
we have this consolation with us, that the 
harder the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem 
too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every 
thing its value.

The Crisis 
1776









Thomas Paine's book "The Rights of Man" was published in two parts 
between 1791 and 1792. It is widely considered to be one of the most 
influential works of political philosophy in modern history, and is a 
cornerstone of the Enlightenment period. The book examines the 
concept of natural rights, particularly the right to life, liberty, and 
property, and argues for the need for governments to recognize these 
rights. Paine argues that governments that do not protect these 
natural rights are not legitimate, and should be replaced by 
governments that do. He also calls for a system of representative 
government, universal suffrage, the abolition of hereditary privilege, 
and the rights of citizens to assemble and petition. The book was 
extremely controversial, and was quickly banned in Britain, but was 
widely read in France and the United States, and has had a lasting 
impact on political thinking around the world.

Chatsonic



Why was Tom Paine imprisoned in France?

Thomas Paine was imprisoned in France due to his support of 
the French Revolution. He was arrested in 1793 and held for 
nearly a year, from 1793 to 1794, by the Jacobin regime [1]. 
Despite being a central figure in the Revolution, historians have 
tended to overlook Paine's involvement in the event [2]. This is 
partly because of the fact that a lost manuscript of Paine's was 
only recently discovered, which outlines his reflections on the 
Terror of the French Revolution [3].
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• Mccauley









The Right to 
Vote • Following the French Revolution a number 

of “societies” emerged in Britain demanding 
political reform:



• Broaden the franchise : elections were 
neither representative nor balanced ;only 
around 10% of the adult male population had 
the vote.
• Stop corrupt election practices: “rotten 
boroughs” and “pocket boroughs”.
• Moreover, with no secret ballot, voters 
were easily bribed or intimidated.



• W. Heath's cartoon How to 
Get Made an M.P. (1830)



• William Hogarth's 
Canvassing for Votes depicts 
the corruption endemic in 
election campaigns prior to 
the Great Reform Act.



The three major societies were:
 The Society for Constitutional 
Information (SCI), revived by John 
Horne Tooke in 1791: composed of 
intellectuals, with wealthy patrons, and 
trying to influence at all level through 
radical propaganda.

John Horne Tooke (1736 –1812) 
was an English politician and 

philologist



The Society of the Friends of the 
People (SFP), split from the SCI in 
1792: less radical and consisting 
mainly of Whig’s MPs (such as 
Earl Grey). 

Charles Grey, 2nd Earl Grey (1764 –
1845) 



 The London 
Corresponding Society 
(LCS), founded by John 
Frost a draper and tailor and 
shoemaker Thomas Hardy 
(1792): mostly composed of 
workers and artisans; they 
wanted universal male 
suffrage, annual 
Parliaments and paid MPs.

John Frost



• Meeting of John Thelwall
(1764 – 1834) at Spa Fields in 
London (1795). He was a 
radical British orator who 
helped form the London 
Corresponding Society in 
1792. By James Gillray.



Thomas Hardy
Isaac Cruikshank, The Cobbler 

Turned Preacher (1791)

However, the anti-
reform Tories under 
William Pitt, who 
used the French 
Revolution as a foil 
to reject  proposed 
changes.



William Pitt the Younger
(1759 –1806) 

To stop further thought of reform, 
Pitt issued a Royal Proclamation 

(1792) outlawing seditious meetings 
and writings.

Some activists were then arrested 
and transported to Australia.



• Pitt introduced even greater restrictions as 
the relationship between France and Britain 
worsened:
• He suspended  Habeas Corpus twice 
between 1794 and 1801.
• He introduced the Treasonable Practices Act 
(1795), which made it an offense to bring the 
King or Government into contempt.



• The Combination Act  (1799) forbade 
political agitation among workers.
• The Unlawful Societies Act (1799), made it 
illegal for any society to meet in secret
• The Corresponding Societies Act (1799) 
banned the LCS and its regional affiliates.  



• George Cruikshank, criticizing the Cabinet Ministers who 
suspended Habeas Corpus in 1817 and attempted to stifle 
the Radical Press after an attack on the Regent.
• In this drawing he used the image of a printing press, 
usually a symbol of free expression, but here changed into a 
scaffold where Liberty has been hanged.



• When Henry Hunt was invited to speak at a 
huge meeting at St Peter’s Field  in 
Manchester (1819) in favour of Parliamentary 
reform, the magistrates, fearing a riot ordered 
the local yeomen to arrest him.
• The crowd resisted and the yeoman 
charged: 11 people were killed and 400 
wounded. 



Local reporters dubbed it the 
Peterloo Massacre. 

A painting of the Peterloo Massacre by Richard Carlile



As I lay asleep in Italy 
There came a voice from over the Sea, 
And with great power it forth led me 
To walk in the visions of Poesy. 

I met Murder on the way –
He had a mask like Castlereagh  
Very smooth he looked, yet grim; 
Seven blood-hounds followed him: 

All were fat; and well they might 
Be in admirable plight, 
For one by one, and two by two, 
He tossed them human hearts to chew 
Which from his wide cloak he drew. 

The  first lines 
of the poem 
« the Mask of 
Anarchy » , 
written by 
Percy Shelley 
after the 
events of 
Peterloo



And that slaughter to the Nation 
Shall steam up like inspiration, 
Eloquent, oracular; 
A volcano heard afar. 

And these words shall then become 
Like Oppression's thundered doom 
Ringing through each heart and brain, 
Heard again - again - again 

'Rise like Lions after slumber 
In unvanquishable number –
Shake your chains to earth like dew 
Which in sleep had fallen on you –
Ye are many - they are few.'

The last 
lines of 
the same 
poem



The First 
Reform Act

• The Tories remained opposed to 
Parliamentary reform until 1830
• One of the main factors in change was the 
agitation for reform led by the Birmingham 
Political Union formed by Thomas Atwood
(1830).



• The Bill had a difficult time in Parliament it 
was twice rejected by the Lords ; Lord Grey 
even resigned to force the Bill through.
• Meanwhile, rioting took place in towns all 
over Britain to keep up the pressure on 
Parliament.



• Eventually, the Lords allowed the Reform Bill 
through in 1832.
• In its final form the Reform Act increased 
the electorate from about  350,000 to 650,000 
(18% of the total adult male population in 
England and Wales). 
• In Scotland, it increased the electorate to 
about 12% of the total adult male population. 



Why were working-class activists disappointed by the 1832 Reform Act ?

The 1832 Reform Act was initially viewed with optimism by working-class 
activists, who believed that they would benefit from the extension of the 
franchise and the redistribution of parliamentary seats. However, the Act 
ultimately fell short of these expectations. 
The franchise was extended only to the most affluent members of the working 
classes, with the property requirement of 40 shillings effectively maintaining the 
existing exclusion of the majority of the working class. Furthermore, the 
redistribution of parliamentary seats only applied to counties, and not to the 
boroughs, which meant that only a small number of people in a few select areas 
were granted the franchise. 
The Act also failed to address some of the key grievances of the working classes, 
such as the Corn Laws and the Poor Law. This disappointment led to the Chartist 
movement, which campaigned for further reform, including the extension of the 
franchise to all adult males. Although the Chartists ultimately failed to achieve 
their goals, the 1832 Reform Act provided the groundwork for further reform in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries.
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Q : What was the role of Lady Gaga in the 1832 Reform Act ?

Lady Gaga had no role in the 1832 Reform Act [1], which abolished tiny districts, 
gave representation to cities, gave the vote to small landowners, tenant 
farmers, shopkeepers, householders who paid a yearly rental of £10 or more, 
and some lodgers. It also introduced the first explicit statutory bar to women 
voting by defining a voter as a male person. This meant that only qualifying men 
were able to vote, and it extended the electorate from about 400,000 to 
650,000, making about one in five adult males eligible to vote [2]. The 1832 
Reform Act is viewed as one of the most important pieces of legislation in 
British political history as it was the first step towards a more representative 
democracy. However, it is important to note that no women were given the 
right to vote under this Act [3], which seems outrageous to us today.
[1] Reform Act 1832 - Wikiwand [2] The Representation of the People Act 
February 1918 A … [3] Blog: The Secret World of London Clubs Part 1
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Frederick Douglass
1817 or 1818 – 1895

US activist and 
intellectual, born in 
slavery



2020



2023



2022





College Park, 
Maryland
Erected 2015



Talbot county
courthouse, 
Maryland, 
erected 2011



Harlem, 
New York, 2011



2020, Rochester 
New York, statue 
of Douglass 
destroyed –
culprits
unknown

The statue was found on Sunday, July 5, the 168th 
anniversary of one of Douglass’s most famous speeches 
denouncing slavery, and the damage was done amid a 
heated national debate over tributes to historical figures. 
(New York Times)



2017 removal by protesters of 1924 statue to 
confederate soldier



1899 statue

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-ZblMfZpuw











Early textile 
factories in North 
of USA



Plantation slaves 1862



Slavery is said to be an evil… But is no evil. On the contrary, I believe it to be 
the greatest of all the great blessings which a kind Providence has 
bestowed upon our glorious region… As a class, I say it boldly; there is not a 
happier, more contented race upon the face of the earth… Lightly tasked, 
well clothed, well fed—far better than the free laborers of any country in 
the world,… their lives and persons protected by the law, all their sufferings 
alleviated by the kindest and most interested care....

Sir, I do firmly believe that domestic slavery regulated as ours is produces 
the highest toned, the purest, best organization of society that has ever 
existed on the face of the earth.

James Henry Hammond in the US Senate 1836



US constitution
Article IV, Section 2, Clause 3:

No Person held to Service or Labour in 
one State, under the Laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in 
Consequence of any Law or Regulation 
therein, be discharged from such Service 
or Labour, but shall be delivered up on 
Claim of the Party to whom such Service 
or Labour may be due.



Statue Nat 
Turner
Richmond, 
Virginia 



Slave 
auction
around
1860



Harper’s ferry 
soldiers 1859







Eleven days and a half gone, and I have crossed three 
thousand miles of the perilous deep. Instead of a democratic 
government, I am under a monarchical government. Instead 
of the bright, blue sky of America, I am covered with the soft, 
grey fog of the Emerald Isle. I breathe, and lo! the chattel  
becomes a man. I gaze around in vain for one who will 
question my equal humanity, claim me as his slave, or offer 
me an insult. I employ a cab—I am seated beside white 
people—I reach the hotel—I enter the same door—I am 
shown into the same parlor—I dine at the same table—and 
no one is offended.... I find myself regarded and treated at 
every turn with the kindness and deference paid to white 
people. When I go to church, I am met by no upturned nose 

1847




