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2020, Rochester 
New York, statue 
of Douglass 
destroyed –
culprits
unknown

The statue was found on Sunday, July 5, the 168th 
anniversary of one of Douglass’s most famous speeches 
denouncing slavery, and the damage was done amid a 
heated national debate over tributes to historical figures. 
(New York Times)



2017 removal by protesters of 1924 statue to 
confederate soldier



1899 statue

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-ZblMfZpuw





2023  statue in Belfast
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of USA



Plantation slaves 1862



Slavery is said to be an evil… But is no evil. On the contrary, I believe it to be 
the greatest of all the great blessings which a kind Providence has 
bestowed upon our glorious region… As a class, I say it boldly; there is not a 
happier, more contented race upon the face of the earth… Lightly tasked, 
well clothed, well fed—far better than the free laborers of any country in 
the world,… their lives and persons protected by the law, all their sufferings 
alleviated by the kindest and most interested care....

Sir, I do firmly believe that domestic slavery regulated as ours is produces 
the highest toned, the purest, best organization of society that has ever 
existed on the face of the earth.

James Henry Hammond in the US Senate 1836



US constitution
Article IV, Section 2, Clause 3:

No Person held to Service or Labour in 
one State, under the Laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in 
Consequence of any Law or Regulation 
therein, be discharged from such Service 
or Labour, but shall be delivered up on 
Claim of the Party to whom such Service 
or Labour may be due.



Statue Nat 
Turner
Richmond, 
Virginia 



First published 1852





This Fourth of July is yours, not mine. 
You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a 
man in fetters into the grand illuminated 
temple of liberty, and call upon him to 
join you in joyous anthems, were 
inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. 
Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by 
asking me to speak to-day?



Slave 
auction
around
1860



Harper’s ferry 
soldiers 1859







Eleven days and a half gone, and I have crossed three 
thousand miles of the perilous deep. Instead of a democratic 
government, I am under a monarchical government. Instead 
of the bright, blue sky of America, I am covered with the soft, 
grey fog of the Emerald Isle. I breathe, and lo! the chattel  
becomes a man. I gaze around in vain for one who will 
question my equal humanity, claim me as his slave, or offer 
me an insult. I employ a cab—I am seated beside white 
people—I reach the hotel—I enter the same door—I am 
shown into the same parlor—I dine at the same table—and 
no one is offended.... I find myself regarded and treated at 
every turn with the kindness and deference paid to white 
people. When I go to church, I am met by no upturned nose 

1847




