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Quiz

1. What is the date of Brexit?
2. What is the UK leaving?
3. Can they still change their mind?
4. Is this probable? Why/why not?



Introduction:
The debate in September 2018 « It’s not the end of the world »,

The history
Great Britain after 1945
The 1960s and Genéral de Gaulle
The 1970s and the first referendum (The Left divided)
The 1980s : Thatcher and the European Union
The 2000s « Saving the pound sterling »

The 2016 referendum (The Right divided)
Arguments for remain: « Peace and prosperity! »
Arguments for leaving
Left-wing arguments for leaving: « Remember Greece! »

The referendum result
Who voted remain and why?
Who voted Leave and why?



A deep political crisis

Cameron and May
UKIP: the collapse of a hard right party
Labour and Jeremy Corbyn
Racism and antiracism

A crisis for the European Union
A weakened union
The end of TAFTA?
Anyone else leaving?

What’s next
Hard Brexit, soft Brexit
Constitutional questions
The dilemmas of Theresa May



September 2018



September 2018





Main Characteristics of the European Union

• The EU single market is built upon four key elements:
1. Free Trade in Goods: Firms may sell their products 

anywhere in the EU’s member states and consumers 
can buy where they want with no penalty

2. Mobility of Labour: Citizens of EU member states may 
live, study and work in any other country. 

3. Free Movement of Capital: Financial capital may flow 
freely between member states and EU citizens may use 
financial services such as insurance in any EU state.

4. Free Trade in Services: Professional services such as 
pensions, architecture, telecoms and advertising may 
be offered in any member state. Nationalized sectors 
such as railways or health are under increasing  
pressure to allow competing private services.



Broadening of the European Union

• Since 1957 then there have been enlargements of the 
European Union

• 1973 (entry of the UK, Ireland and Denmark)
• 1981 (Greece)
• 1986 (Portugal and Spain)
• 1995 (Austria, Finland and Sweden) 
• 2004 (Latvia, Lithuania, Cyprus, Malta, Slovenia, Slovakia, 

Estonia, Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland)
• 2007 (Bulgaria and Romania)
• 2013: (Croatia)

• In June 2016 the UK became the first member nation to 
vote to leave the European Union

• Article 50 was activated in March 2017



Brexit – UK’s Net Contribution to the EU Budget

Forecast net UK contributions to EU budget from 2014/15 to 2019/2020 (in £m)
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Major Export Markets for UK Goods and Services

Export Sources
Country Value % of Total Cumulative

£ million UK Exports Percentage (%)
1 United States 37 364 12.7 12.7
2 Germany 30 730 10.5 23.2
3 Netherlands 22 367 7.6 30.8
4 France 19 089 6.5 37.3
5 Irish Republic 18 145 6.2 43.5
6 China 15 511 5.3 48.8
7 Belgium & Luxembourg 12 317 4.2 53.0
8 Switzerland 10 318 3.5 56.5
9 Spain 9 299 3.2 59.7

10 Italy 8 808 3.0 62.7



History :
Britain after 1945.

The 1960s and General De Gaulle,



In 1963 and again in 
1967, General De 
Gaulle refused
membership of the 
European Economic
Community to the 
UK.





The 1970s

First referendum held, and the UK joins the 
European Economic Community.

The Left divided.



1975 logo of the campaign to stay in the EEC



1975 poster for the Leave
campaign.



In the London Evening
Standard, this cartoonist, 
who was in favour of the UK 
staying in the European
Economic Community, 
makes fun of the very varied
opponents of the EEC.



The Labour government at the time 
recommended that people vote to stay in 
the common market. But the Labour 
party voted, in a special conference, 
against membership.

There was a high level of tension 
between the different wings of the 
Labour party. 

The Prime Minister authorized the 
different ministers, if they wished, to 
campaign either in favour of the EEC, or 
against.







The 1980s : Thatcher and the European Community









The 2000s : The Pound sterling







The referendum campaign of 2016



This poster was
created for the 
Remain campaign, 
but the campaign
leadership decided
not to use it. Why
do you think this
was?



Of course some of the 
arguments were
humorous!





Arguments for remaining in the EU
Peace and Prosperity!





A left wing
leader of the 
Labour Party in 
favour of 
remain.







2016: Arguments for leaving





The leader of UKIP  talks of ‘the danger’ of immigration.



UKIP poster 2016



A left wing
cartoonist 
replies to 
UKIP.



Left wing arguments for leaving



EU leaders 
obliged Greece
to privatize a
large section of 
its public 
services and to 
make deep cuts
in social 
budgets and 
pensions.

Neoliberal domination



Left critics insist
that, far from being
a source of 
internationalism and 
solidarity, the EU is
still a fortress, trying
hard to stop 
refugees and other
migrants from
entering the area.

Fortress Europe





Negotiations
carried out by the 
EU with other
parts of the world 
are often carried
out in secret,
By unelected
representatives.

Lack of democracy



The referendum result































Inscrits 46 501 241 100 %

Votants 33 578 016 72,2 %

Blancs ou nuls 26 033 0,08 %

Nations Exprimés
Quitter Rester

Voix % Voix %

Angleterre71 28 455 402 15 188 406 53,4 % 13 266 996 46,6 %

Écosse 2 679 513 1 018 322 38,0 % 1 661 191 62,0 %

Pays de Galles 1 626 719 854 572 52,5 % 772 347 47,5 %

Irlande du Nord 790 149 349 442 44,2 % 440 437 55,8 %

Royaume-Uni 33 551 983 17 410 742 51,9 % 16 141 241 48,1 %



Was it a 
Left/Right 
issue?

How to read: 39% of 
remain voters
voted Labour in 2015…







Very large numbers of young
adults are not registered to 
vote.

Only 64% of young people 
under 25 who were registered
to vote actually voted.



43% decided on their vote in 
the last month before the 
referendum! 



A la question "Seriez-vous favorables ou opposés à ce que la France sorte 
de l'UE?", seules 35% des personnes interrogées répondent 
positivement, contre 64% qui y sont opposées.
Les sympathisants de gauche (76%) comme de droite (75%) sont 
opposés à la sortie de l'UE, contrairement aux proches du Front national 
qui y sont massivement favorables (77%),

Les avis sont en revanche très partagés sur la construction européenne: 
si 31% des personnes interrogées y voient "une source d'espoir", 
c'est "une source de crainte" pour 35% d'entre elles, et pour 33% "ni l'un 
ni l'autre".

Enquête réalisée en ligne les 23 et 24 juin auprès d'un échantillon de 1.011 
personnes de 18 ans et plus, selon la méthode des quotas.

L’opinion des français



Deep crisis in Britain



David Cameron 
resigned as Prime 
Minister.



The new leader of the Conservative Party and thus Prime Minister was Theresa 
May, not one of the best-known of Conservative ministers.



The leader of 
the United 
Kingdom
Independence 
Party also
reisgned. The 
leader who
replaced him
then resigned
after being
leader for 18 
days!



Jeremy Corbyn, elected
leader of the Labour 
Party in 2015, is shown
here reviving traditional
Labour (socialist) values, 
to the horror of many
labour Members of 
Parliament. Since his
election, around half a 
million people have 
joined the Labour Party.



The far right would like to 
make the most of the 
situation.



Antiracists (Here, the organization ‘Stand Up to Racism’) are getting organized,



Recent demonstration for a second referendum



A crisis for the European Union.



EU leaders may
well feel obliged to 
drive a hard 
bargain with the 
UK, to show other
countrier that
leaving is very
costly.





The next stages









Increased
tension 
with
Scotland.





Since the end of 
the low-level civil 
war in Ireland, 
there has been an 
open border 
between the 
North and the 
Republic.





Arlene Foster



• No-deal Brexit
• Means that the United Kingdom leaves  the EU Single Market 

and trades under World Trade Organization rules
• Under WTO rules, each member must grant the same market 

access—including charging the same tariffs—to all other 
members as the most favoured nation

• Soft Brexit
• Involves the option of staying in the Single Market (like 

Norway)
• As a member of the European Economic Area (EEA), Norway 

has a free trade agreement with the European Union, which 
means that there are no tariffs on trade between the two



Some commentators are 
sceptical about the 
possibilities of a positive 
outcome!



A Future Outside of the EU – the Norway Option

• Norway  has free movement of goods, services, capital, 
and people with the EU

• But Norway has no formal input into shaping the rules of 
the single market although all new rules must be followed.

• An annual fee is paid by Norway for access to EU single 
market

• Norway option does not include free trade in food, or 
participation in EU agriculture subsidies (CAP) or in the 
EU’s regional policy, and nor does it require Norway to 
adopt EU trade policies with respect to non-EU nations.



The Swiss option – Joining EFTA

• EFTA is the European Free Trade Area
• EFTA membership provides the UK with less access to the 

Single Market beyond goods trade
• Switzerland is the most prominent EFTA member and is 

required to strike bilateral treaties with the EU to secure 
access to the Single Market for specific services only.

• Switzerland makes a smaller per capita contribution to the 
EU budget than Norway in the EEA, to reflect the lower 
level of market access.

But naturally both the Norway option and the Swiss option 
would require agreement from EU negotiators!



Deal not predictable as each side will seek to protect their interests.

Very likely to still involve financial contributions to the EU but UK would be out of European 
Court of Justice jurisdiction

Effect on:
Goods and services
Persons
Contracts
Acquisitions and major investments
IP and data protection
Funding and taxation
Regulation

Bespoke, « made to measure » deal, the 
government’s preferred option



Will London still be a world centre in services?

• London is a world centre of finance and insurance 
services.

• Impact depends crucially on the Brexit deal that is 
eventually negotiated especially with passport rights

• Passport for banks and financial firms allows firms authorized by 
any EU Member State (MS) to establish branches or provide 
cross-border financial services in other MS

• London retains many strengths:
1. Large pool of highly skilled labour including critical mass 

of knowledge on financial services, accounting and law.
2. Language, strengths of the UK legal system and a 

convenient time-zone



Labour party leader Jeremy Corbyn: a people’s Brexit?



2017
Jeremy Corbyn has said wealthy elites are trying to "hijack" Brexit as he formally
launched Labour's campaign for the General election.

The Labour leader earlier told activists that the question of whether the UK would
leave the EU had been "settled" and the task now was to act in the national interest
and not show "who can be toughest with Brussels".

Repeating his argument that the economy was "rigged" against ordinary people, he
said a Labour government would take action against asset strippers, tax evaders and 
those who "ripped off workers and consumers".

Speaking afterwards to the BBC's political editor Laura Kuenssberg, he said that he
was angry at levels of poverty and inequality in the country, which he believed were
shared by the public.



"They are very angry. They see the growth of the super-rich 
and very wealthy corporations and they see their communities 
left behind. Their anger is palpable and I think we have to 
address that."
If elected, he said his negotiating priorities would be 
guaranteeing tariff-free access to EU markets, ensuring the 
rights of EU nationals living in the UK and maintaining 
employment rights such as the working time directive.
"People know there's been a referendum and a decision was 
made a year ago," he said. 
"We have set out very clear terms for negotiations... we are 
negotiating a trade agreement with Europe and protection of 
the things we have gained from the EU."
He promised decent homes for all, extra funding for schools 
and vowed to "draw a line" under privatisation in the health 
service, social care, energy market and the rail network.



Anti-Brexit cartoon 2018



Pro Brexit cartoon 2018



Pro and anti EU cartoons 2018



A heated debate



Jeremy Hunt, the foreign secretary … said the EU seemed to 
want to “punish” a member for leaving, and likened their 
tactics to the Soviet Union.

“The lesson from history is clear: if you turn the EU club into a 
prison, the desire to get out won’t diminish – it will grow … and 
we won’t be the only prisoner that will want to escape,” he 
said.

01 October 2018


