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John Logie Baird



• 1926 773 staff 2,1 million licences

• 1936 3350 staff 7,9 million 
licences

• 1939 5200 staff 9 million licences





TV 1938

There were
20 000 TV 
sets n the UK



• Lord Hankey 



• Lord Hankey



F. OGILVIE



Frederick Ogilvie 1938–1942

2nd director-general



Cecil Graves and Robert W. Foot

1942-43

3rd director-generals



Robert W. Foot 1943–1944

4th director-general



• 1936 Edward VIII s 
abdication speech





1. Phoney War (September 1939 - April 1940): This initial phase saw a period 
of relative inactivity on the Western Front, with limited military operations. Britain 
and France had declared war on Germany following the invasion of Poland, but 
major combat had not yet begun.

2. The Fall of France (May-June 1940): This phase witnessed the rapid 
advance of German forces through France and the Low Countries. The British 
Expeditionary Force (BEF) and French forces were forced to retreat and were 
evacuated from Dunkirk in Operation Dynamo.

3. The Battle of Britain (July-October 1940): This marked the intense 
air campaign waged by the German Luftwaffe against the UK, with the goal of 
either obliging Britain to sue for peace or preparing for an invasion. The Royal Air 
Force (RAF) successfully defended British airspace, preventing a German invasion.

4. The Blitz (September 1940 - May 1941): During this phase, 
London and other British cities endured sustained bombing raids by the Luftwaffe..



5. North Africa and Mediterranean Campaigns (1940-1943): British 
forces, in cooperation with Allied nations, engaged in battles against Axis 
forces in North Africa, Greece, and Crete. The battles of El Alamein and 
Operation Torch in North Africa were particularly significant.

6. Eastern Front (1941-1945): While not a direct involvement 
of the UK, the conflict between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union on the 
Eastern Front was crucial. The UK supported the Soviet Union through the 
Arctic convoys, supplying essential goods.

7. The Battle of the Atlantic (1939-1945): Throughout the war, 
German U-boats targeted Allied shipping in the Atlantic Ocean. The UK 
played a vital role in protecting and escorting convoys.

8. D-Day and Western Front (June 1944 - May 1945): The Allied 
invasion of Normandy (D-Day) in June 1944 marked the beginning of the 
liberation of Western Europe. 



• 1939

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jjhxeHIjvU



• 1940





• Katyn memorial New 
jersey







« It’s that man 
again »
With Tommy  
Handley

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TL0bPqzkVck



The schedule now included regular appearances 
by Kurt und Willi, two characters whose 
dialogue was written in the Berlin dialect, and 
Aus der Freien Welt, which included the hot 
jazz and swing records that were 
forbidden in Germany. There was an early-
morning ‘Workers Programme’ along with 
series targeted at German sea crews and air-
force personnel.

(Hendy Op Cit)

Broadcasting  for Germans
during the war



Forces Programme



Music while you work



The Brains Trust –
an episode from
1941

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpCUtNdM0Q&



What did my AI bot have to say? 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S08XOREmNA4

1941



• Workers’ Playtime 
1941-1964

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9L7JG89ym8



DESERT 
ISLAND 

DISCS 1942-
2023



Caribbean voices
1943-58



William Haley


