

British Civilisation  L2  Britain since 1900  Cours de M. Mullen   exposés



Key themes in class
Documents which will be commented on in class 
Week 1

02/10
- Introduction - the Age of Extremes?
- Britain before 1914

Week 2

09/10
- The First World War 
- The Aftermath of the war 1 

11 The great pinnacle of Sacrifice
 

Week 3

16/10
The 1920s
18Testament of Youth
 20 The Carthaginian Peace
Week 4

23/10
- The hungry thirties 
- The national government
- The threat of Fascism

3 Socialism (Cécile R)
9 Emmeline Pankhurst (Djabhana S)
27 Proclamation of the Irish Rebellion of Easter 1916 (Laura T)

Week 5
30/10
- The rise of Churchill
- The Second World War

10 British relations w France and Germany (Nina M)
23 The problem of unemployment (Hana B)
44 The condition of the working class in 1937 (Florine R)
58 War and social change (Maria V)
 
Week 6
06/11

- Gandhi and the decolonization of India 
- Brave New World - the birth of the welfare state
- The  long boom
66  The End of British rule in India…(Sadia M)
68 The iron curtain (Joelle C)
 69 Bevin on NATO (Halimatou D)
 71 Aneuran Bevan’s resignation speech (M Perez)


Week 7
13/11

- The Suez Crisis and the cold war 
- Cultural change in the fifties

74 and 75 Suez  (David D)
77  Conservative report on the election of 1959 (Adam B)
82 Naked into the conference chamber (Caroline S)

Week 8
20/11
DST - commentaire de texte écrit

Week 9

27/11
- Britain and Europe
- Immigration and Enoch Powell
- The swinging Sixties : Culture, protest and
Social Change

 85 The wind of change  (Justine G)
 86 The Cold war (Brunelle T)
 91 White heat of technology (Mejdi B)

Week 10

04/12
- The Wilson Years in Politics 
- Troops in Northern Ireland
- The 1970s - 
94 Race relations (Leo R)
95 Rivers of blood (Selena G)
96 A Catholic criticism of Northern Ireland (Julie G.)
97 The downing Street Declaration (Ferdaws B) 

Week 11

11/12
- Thatcherism and the crisis 
- The fall of Thatcher
 101 Edward Heath’s Conservatism (Bashkim L)
 102 The Thatcherite vision (Yasmina I)
 111 The Left attacks Thatcherism (Elise L)
Week 12

18/12

- Northern Ireland at peace?  
- Blair and the “Third Way”
- Multiculturalism
- Contemporary debates in 21st century  Britain
- From Blair to Brown
 127 Crossing the Rubicon (M Gautier)
125 The peace process (Grégoire D)
128 New Labour, New Britain (Magalie D)
129 Scottish Devolution (Mun)
132 Blair on offensive

Week 13
Contrôle final du contrôle continu








22

Above is a list of dates and documents for student exposés.
When preparing your commentary, follow carefully the instructions in your booklet. However, structure is not the main problem students have – the main problem is not understanding the document or not knowing enough of the history surrounding it, or not managing to make the link between the two. However, most students who spend the time necessary working on it get a reasonable mark.

Your commentary should be ten minutes long. I will read the document to the class before you comment on it. To keep to ten minutes you will have to stick to the most important elements. That is to say, it is a good sign if you collect far too much information and have to cut half of it out. 

When you have finished your commentary in class, I will talk about it, go over any important mistakes, misunderstandings or omissions, as well as mentioning the strong points. I will also use it as a starting point to give more information about important questions of twentieth century history. If I add a lot more about the document, that does not necessarily mean that your commentary was not good – it is possible to talk about some documents for many hours.

Every week, when someone else is doing a commentary, all students should spend a little time before the class reading the document in question, looking up references, etc. Try to think about how you yourself would comment on the document. During the commentary in class, take notes.

I will not make a final decision on the mark for your oral commentary until the end of the semester when all the oral commentaries have been completed.

22 students have chosen a document they will comment on in class. There are six or seven students who haven’t yet chosen a document. You must choose one this week. I would like you to choose one of the documents of which the title is marked in red and in bold above, but there are not enough for everyone, so otherwise find a document in the booklet for yourself.

Send me your choice of document as soon as possible, by email john.mullen@wanadoo.fr

