


January 1971: Divorce Reform Act 1969 comes into effect



January 1971: Open University TV broadcasts begin



January 19: the Angry
Brigade bombed the  house 
of the Secretary of State for 
Employment



Signature of seabed arms
control treaty, February
1971 



February 1971



April 1971: Unemployment reached 815 000



April 1971: Members of the Welsh Language Association 
put on trial for defacing and destroyong road signs



Upper Clyde Shipyards dispute 1971-2



Margaret Thatcher as Education Secretary in 1971, got the 
unfortunate nickname « Thatcher, milk snatcher »,



1971 document

Terms were agreed in June
1971 for the UK to enter 
the Common Market in 
January 1973,



June 1971

Black Arrow cancelled July 1971



Introduction of 
internment without trial 
August 1971



The Who released their new album « Who’s next »



September 1971: the OGWT began



« Spaghetti 
Junction » opened
in November 1971, 
today sees 200 000 
cars a day, 5 times 
more than back 
then.



November 1971,  left-
winger Michael Foot 
loses the election for 
deputy leader of the 
Labour Party by 126 
votes against 140, Roy 
Jenkins continues in 
the post, but will
resign in April 1972.



McGurk’s bar, 
December 1971



Nobel prize for inventor of holographic method, 
Dennis Gabor,  December 1971



Inflation in 1971 stood at 8.6%, its highest for thirty years, but it was about 
to rise much higher.



For the first time, in 1971, more oil than coal was consumed in Britain



1970s board
game about 
finding oil in 
the North Sea



First published
in 1971



First published in 1971









By 1972, 73% of 
households had fridges. 
By 1980, 92%



Trade union density in the United Kingdom
from 1900 to 2000



Saltley Gate coke works February 1972, a key moment during the 
miners’ strike, in which 280 000 miners struck. It was the first official 
national miners’ strike since 1926.



Two books



Bloody 
Sunday
January 1972



The British embassy in 
Dublin

Bernadette Devlin MP



Aldershot barracks February 1972



Stormont, where the parliament sat before it was suspended in 1972



With his Industry Act and reflationary budgets, heath seemed to 
be back to Keynesianism. He was accused of doing a number of U 
turns.



Anthony Seldon (1996) insisted that
Heath’s government between 1970 
and 1974  had carried through « No 
fewer than four U turns », with
serious political consequences for his
supporters and his opponents.

(cité Porion 2017 p 105)



March to Aldermaston
1972 and peace festival



Robert Mark, new head of the Metropolitan Police in April 1972 « A good police 
force is one which arrests more crooks than it employs »



The British dominion of Ceylon became the 
Republic of Sri Lanka





June 1972 1978



June 1972 Anthony Barber 
floats the pound



Release of the Pentonville Five, July 1972



Asians expelled from Uganda 
August 1972



The « cod war »



October 1972: Three Cambridge colleges admit women



First episode of Emmerdale Farm, October 1972



Rent strikes against
rent rises 1972-4



Nobel Prize for Medecine shared by Rodney Porter for 
his work on antibodies, December 1972



1.9 million cars produced in Britain in 1972



First published in 1972



First published 1972



First published 1972




