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L1: 
- British Society, 1815-1914. 
- Society and Political Rights in 19th century Britain. Références
- What is Wales?  
- Religion and society in Britain (1815-2000) 
- Nineteenth century political and intellectual debates 

L2
- Society and Political Rights in 19th century Britain.
- Politics and society in the British Isles from 1603 to 1714
- Minority languages in English speaking countries 
- Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples : Past and Present Issues 
- Culture du Commonwealth : Australie et aborigènes



- La culture populaire au Royaume-Uni depuis 1945 
- Etudes écossaises
- Victorian Women: a Social and Political History.  
- Women and the women's movement in 20th century Britain

- Les origines du féminisme dans l'Angleterre dans l'Angleterre de 
la première modernité





















Failed attempts at invading Britain

Julius Caesar (55BC) Emperor Augustus 
(27BC)











A monument to Spartacus, in 
Bulgaria

































Magnus Maximus, 
one of the  last 
Roman rulers of 
Britain



From the 
Water 
Newton 
hoard
discovered in  
1975





From the Hoxne hoard
discovered in 1992,



Britain since the Romans

2 : Invasions 410-1066





Towns ending in –ford, -ham or –ton show saxon origins







Excalibur



Nerthus : a modern 
sculpture of one of 
the anglo-saxon
Godesses

Another Goddess 
was called Eostre –
perhaps the origin of 
the word "Easter".

Anglo-saxons also 
worshipped Woden
and Tiw, which gave 
us the words 
Wednesday and 
Tuesday.



Saint Augustine

Led a mission to 
Britain in 595 AD



Saint Patrick, helped to 
evangelize Ireland in 430 
AD



The Viking invasions (800-1066)















A statue of 
Alfred the 
Great  (849-
899)



878: Alfred the Great, King of Wessex defeated the 
Vikings. Division of Britain in two parts.



The Anglo-Saxon 
chronicle



Athelstan was crowned 'King of all Britain’ at 
Kingston in 925



In 1939 a ship
burial from the 
8th century was
discovered at
Sutton Hoo

What was anglo-Saxon
society like ? 









Lady Godiva: an Anglo-Saxon noblewoman



- King
- Noblemen and 
noblewoman
- Churls
- Slaves



















Beowulf













Recommended video on YouTube
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3 : The High and Late Middle Ages 
1066- 1485
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William the Conqueror
(Bayeux tapestry)

•





The Domesday book (c.1085)

•





Conwy 1283



Rhuddlan 1277







York Minster, 
begun in 1080





Salisbury cathedral begun in 1220





Köln cathedral in Germany



Exeter cathedral clock, 
around 1480





The Magna Carta (1215)

•







Sherwood forest where the legendary Robin Hood was said to  live at the 
end of the  12th century



Approximate population figures

In the 11th century 2 million people

In the 14th century 5 million people

In the 14th century:
Life expectancy at birth 31 years
Life expectancy at the age of 30 : 52 years



The Black Death: the worst outbreak was 1348-50



Wat Tyler





Canterbury Tales
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The Reformation and the Civil War
1485 - 1688
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Monarchs before the civil war

Henry VIII 1509-1547
Edward VI 1547-1553
Lady Jane grey
Mary 1 1553-1558
Elizabeth 1558-1603
James I 1603-1625
Charles I 1625-1649



Martin Luther



Some of the ideas of the reformation

- Against corruption in the church
- For a personal relationship with God
- Less separation between priests and 

others
- No transubstantiation
- No papal infallibility



Selling indulgences



A statue of 
Martin Luther





John Knox, reformation leader in Scotland





Henry VIII 1509-1547
separating the English church from Rome, for 
political reasons
- The dissolution of the monasteries 1536-1541
- The pilgrimage of grace 1536





Henry VIII





Biland monastery



The pilgrimage of grace



Edward VI 1547-1553

Creating a protestant church in England

- The book of Common Prayer
- Priests have the right to marry





Mary 1 1553-1558

The return of catholicism
- Marrried priests must leave their wives
- Link with Rome is re-established
- « heretics » including Cranmer are burnt at the 

stake

- But the monasteries and their lands are not 
restored to the church



Thomas Cranmer



Cranmer’s
execution







Elizabeth  I    1558-1603
Stabilizing the Anglican church

- Attending Anglican services is obligatory
- The new book of common prayer 1559
- The thirty nine articles 1563

- Repression of catholics, and of dissenters



Elizabeth I





Edmund Campion



John Southworth



James I 1603-1625
Increasing conflict with parliament

1603 Millenary petition
1604-11 King James’ Bible









Charles I 1625-1649

The rise of absolutism and the road to civil war











New Model Army
at Putney





1649-1660 
Oliver Cromwell then Richard Cromwell

The English Republic OR
The Commonwealth OR
The inter-regnum

1649 Charles executed
1653 Instrument of governement
1655 The rule of the Major-Generals
1657 Humble petition and advice





Charles II 1660-1685

1660 Declaration of Breda





MEEF Britain since the Romans

5 : Industrial Revolution and Empire
1700-1914



- The Agricultural revolution
- The transport revolution
- The communications revolution
- The revolution in the state and the 

role of government
- The continual transformation of 

social classes 







First 
postage 
stamp 1840







Gradual improvement of deadly working conditions

1842 Mines Act
1844 Factory Act

Other Factory Acts in 1847, 1850, 
1856, 1878 …



workhouse



Victorian workhouse





Match girls’ strike 1888



Dockers’ strike 1889









The fight for democracy

1832 The Reform Act

1838 The first Chartist petition

1842 The Chartist General strike

1848 The third chartist petition

1867 The Second Reform Act

1884 The Third reform Act













1787 the Society for 
Effecting the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade

1807 Abolition of the 
slave trade in the British 
Empire

1823 The anti-slavery 
society

1833 Abolition of slavery 
in the British Empire –
compensation paid to 
slave owners.





1816 Barbados : 
Bussa’s rebellion

1831 Jamaica : Sam 
Sharpe’s revolt

Statue of Bussa











1857: « the Indian mutiny » or « the first war for Indian independence »





Captain Cook’s cottage in Melbourne







Wolfe Tone

One of the leaders of 
the 1798 Irish 
rebellion



A monument to the Irish famine of the 1850s













Little Tich





Vesta Tilley



MEEF Britain since the Romans

6 : The Age of Extremes



Oscar Wilde



1884: Most working men get
the vote

1900: Foundation of the 
Labour Party

1918: All  men, and women
over thirty, get the vote.



Some reforms by the Liberal Government
(1905-15)

1906 : first free school meals

1908 : first old age pensions (5 shillings a week)

1909 : first Labour Exchanges

1911 : National health insurance act



The campaign for women’s
suffrage 1860-1914

Direct action phase 1904-14



1914 Outbreak of the 
First World War

1916 Introduction of 
Conscription





A British cemetery in France



1924 : First Labour government

1926 :  General strike

1929 : Second Labour government

1931: « National Government »

1936: Cable Street



1926 General Strike : the government newspaper



1926 General Strike : union 
newspaper



Ramsay Macdonald : 
the first Prime Minister
from the Labour Party

1924: minority Labour 
government

1929: Majority Labour 
government

1931: « National 
government ». 
Macdonald is expelled
from the Labour party



Oswald Mosley, the British fascist leader







Winston Churchill,
Prime Minister from 1940 
to 1945 and from 1951 to 
1955



The Blitz



The effects of the Blitz in Manchester





Dresden


