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Compare and contrast the following documents
Axe : diversité et inclusion
Document A :
LESSON :STANDING UP TO HATRED
In October 2016, London commemorated the 80th anniversary of the historic Battle of
Cable Street where up to 200,000 men, women, and children gathered to protest a
march through East London led by Oswald Mosley and the British Union of Fascists
(BUF). A former member of Parliament known for his public speaking skills, Mosley
founded the BUF in 1932, and within two years membership had grown to 50,000. In
the years leading up to the Battle of Cable Street, the BUF had developed a reputation
for its attacks on Jews and Communists, going so far as to describe Jews as “rats and
vermin from the gutter of Whitechapel.”
Posters announcing the 4th October event were distributed in September, and political
leaders in the East End petitioned Home Secretary Sir John Simon to ban the march;
however, their request was denied. On 2nd October, the Jewish People’s Council
presented a second petition with 100,000 signatures to request that the march be
banned on the grounds that the “avowed object of the Fascist movement in Great
Britain is the incitement of malice and hatred against sections of the population.”
Despite these efforts, the British government allowed the march to proceed as
planned and assigned 7,000 members of the police force to accompany it.
In the streets of the East End, Jewish residents (many of whom had fled Tsarist
pogroms), Irish dock workers and labourers (many of whom had left famine and
poverty in their own country), along with Communists and Labour Party members
gathered to demonstrate against Mosley and his Blackshirts. Together, they barricaded
streets and blocked the intersection of Whitechapel High Street, which forced the
march to reroute via Cable Street where the demonstrators had overturned a brick
truck and created barricades, once again blocking the route. In the spirit of Spain’s
anti-fascist movement, protesters yelled “No Pasarán! They Shall Not Pass!” The
streets became violent as police charged the crowd to clear a path for the marchers,
while children were instructed to throw their marbles under the hooves of the police
officers’ horses, causing them to stumble and fall. Women emptied chamber pots and
debris from above and protested alongside the men in the streets, and demonstrators
threw rotten fruit and stones. Records suggest that most of the confrontations occurred
between the police and the demonstrators, and not the marchers, with only six Fascists
arrested out of a total of the 85, which included some women and juveniles.

In the end, anti-fascist demonstrators celebrated as Mosley and the BUF members
were forced to turn back.
Some historians today warn against mythologising the Battle of Cable Street. Daniel
Tilles, assistant professor of history at the Pedagogical University of Krakow and
author of British Fascist Antisemitism and Jewish Responses, 1932-40, explains that
while the anti-fascist demonstrators prevented Mosley and the BUF from completing
their march, in the wake of the event, interest in the BUF and instances antisemitism
actually increased. According to Tilles, “The scenes at Cable Street, widely reported
in the press and newsreels, fit perfectly into the narrative the BUF aimed to create—of
a Jewish, communist-inspired mob violently denying British patriots the right to
march through their own streets.”
By late October 1936, membership in the BUF had increased by 2,000, with many
joining East End branches of the organisation.
In March 1937, Tilles notes that the BUF received 18% of the East End vote, and
around 30% of the non-Jewish vote, in the three main areas of the Cable Street
confrontation between demonstrators, police, and Fascists.
A large mural, with its own tumultuous history that students will learn about in the
next lesson, commemorates the Battle of Cable Street and was the scene of a march
and rally on 9th October 2016 when participants carried signs reading “1936–2016
Fascists Still Do Not Pass” and “No to Antisemitism, No to Islamophobia, No to All
Racism.” London’s East End has undergone a demographic shift since 1936, and now
members of its Bengali and South-East Asian communities face similar racist threats
and hate crimes, while Britain and Europe experiences a rise in anti-immigration
sentiment. There is much to learn from the Battle of Cable Street about the power that
individuals and groups wield in the face of intolerant policies and behaviours when
they unite against racism and discrimination. Hopefully by engaging with this history,
students will think critically about the choices made by the East End community and
its allies in 1936 and then consider choices available to them as agents of change in
the face of prejudice and discrimination in their schools and communities today.
From a lesson plan on Facinghistory.org, a non profit organization which
provides resources for history teachers.

Document B: photos from Bristol
Bristol. 1 the statue of Edward Colston, local dignitary and slave trader, which
stood for 120 years in Bristol city centre. 2. The Black Lives Matter
demonstration which threw the statue into a river. 3. The retrieved statue in a
Bristol museum today 4. The replacement statue placed there by a radical
group (it only stayed a couple of days).

Document C
Like a disgraced celebrity awaiting trial': Fury as paint splattered Edward
Colston statue is laid on its SIDE in museum - after it was torn down by
BLM mob and dumped in Bristol harbour
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The public display of a statue of slave trader Edward Colston lying flat after
being torn down during a Black Lives Matter protest in Bristol last year has
been branded a 'partisan act' by an art critic.
Its' new home is at the M Shed museum in the city alongside placards from the
protest and a timeline of events and the figure is displayed lying on a wooden
stand.
The authorities say its positioning is down to money and because it wants the
public to tell them how it should be shown in future.
But today art critic Alastair Sooke, 40, suggested they had already taken the
decision themselves, given the exhibition.
He said: 'Dredged from the riverbed, Colston's effigy has been kept out of sight in
storage, like a disgraced celebrity awaiting trial. Colston lies flat, overturned like
a vanquished chess piece.
'Presented alongside BLM placards, he's still covered with graffiti, too.
According to the authorities, the display is only temporary, designed to canvas
public opinion about what should happen to the statue.
'Moreover, it would, they say, be too costly for now to stand Colston upright
again safely - hence, his supine position.
'But that strikes me as mealy-mouthed. Let's not pretend that presenting the statue
horizontally is impartial, when, really, it's a partisan act,' he told the Telegraph.

The bronze memorial to the 17th century merchant had stood in the city since
1895, but was pulled from its plinth during the demonstration on June 7 last year.
It was damaged as it was dragged through the city to the harbourside, where it
was thrown in the water at Pero's Bridge, which is named in honour of enslaved
man Pero Jones who lived and died in the city.
Days later, the statue was recovered from the water by Bristol City Council and
put into storage before months of work to clean and preserve the state it was in.

+23Members of the public are being asked by the We Are Bristol History
Commission, which was set up following the protest, what should happen to it
next.
Options include removing the statue from public view entirely, creating a
museum or exhibition about the transatlantic slave trade, or restoring the statue to
its plinth.
Dr Shawn Sobers, associate professor at the University of the West of England
and part of the commission, said the effects of the statue being pulled down
'ricocheted' across the UK and the world.
'We know this isn't an isolated incident, we know that there are statues across the
world that celebrate slavers,' Dr Sobers said.
'At the same time, the anti-racist movement isn't about statues. It's trying to
eradicate racism from society and bring equality where there's racial disparity
which cuts across economic divides.
'But statues are a symbol of how seriously our cities in Britain are actually taking
these issues.'
From an article in the Daily Mail in June 2021

