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 17% now say that it is very important for being
truly British that someone has been born in 
Britain, down from 48% in 1995.

 45% say that equal opportunities for Black and 
Asian people have not got far enough, up from
25% in 2000.

 Social Attitudes Survey  2022
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Key concepts: sometimes
with contested meanings

Assimilation

Melting pot

Institutional racism

Multiculturalism

decolonization

Anti-racism

Integration

Community cohesion

Citizenship
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Dizzee Rascal at the Olympic Opening ceremony, London 2012



Where do immigrants come from? The top dozen places, 1841 to 
2001 (Source Dorling, LES)
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Born outside Dozen

That dozen places of origin as a proportion of UK population (Dorling, LSE)





Biggest waves of immigration 
with approximate dates

Irish immigration 1840- 1920
Jewish immigration 17th century, 1880-1910, 1931-46
West Indian immigration 1948- 1962
South East Asian (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh) 1947-1970
East European immigration 2000-2015

Immigration from Canada, Australia and the US has always
been high.


