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Introduction: What is public service?

1 John Reith and public service in the last
days of deference

2 Public service in the boom, after the
“people’s war”

3 The neoliberal age and the momentum
of social justice and technological change

4 Public service science programming
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BBC

» A PEOPLE’S
:.':""'“‘ &l HISTORY

» “Its status as a lofty
national body in close
embrace with the world of
high politics has always
coexisted with a cradle-to-
grave role in our own
domestic lives and
emotional landscapes.”

« David Hendy 2022:104




» Serving the state?

« Serving the government?
« Serving consumers?
 Serving citizens?

» Serving the people?




 John Reith 1889-1971
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Hilda Matheson,
BBC director of
talks 1928-32
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Reith explaining why he refused to broadcast a message from
the Archbishop of Canterbury during the general strike.
Quoted in Renée Dickason La BBC dans le paysage
audiovisuel britannique, CNED 2021
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An Introduction by the Director-General of the BBC,
SIR WILLIAM HALEY, g.c.M.G.
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John Peel

From Monday to Thursday JOHN PEEL brings you rock music with the
accent on the new and the unusual. The show is a mixture of records
and sessionsspeciallyrecorded for the BBC. Folk, reggae and rock
classics rub shoulders with the latest manifestations from the new
wave of punk. For more than ten years the programme has acted as a
showcase for the newest British rock talent and many stars appeared
oh the show as unknowns before they had made their first commercial
recordings.

Producer JOHN WALTERS

John Peel

© 19755

© 1976}
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BBC1 - Tomorrow's World - 1982

TOMORROW'S WORLD

Faites défiler la page pour afficher plus de détails
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A passion for fruit flies

Bambos Kyriacou tells Jim Al-Khalili why he studies the behaviour of
fruit flies.

Why study sewage?
Leon Barron tells Jim Al-Khalili how he developed an intense interest
in sewage.

The sounds of coral reefs

Jim Al-Khalili meets Tim Lamont, a young ecologist making waves
restoring coral reefs

Can computers discover new medicines?

Using Al to discover drugs. Daphne Koller tells Jim Al-Khalili about her
life and work.

Emily Holmes on how to treat trauma

Why images are more powerful than words in shaping how we think
and feel.
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"Boltzmann committed suicide because of opposition to atomism."

By 1906, most chemists and an increasing number of physicists accepted
the reality of atoms and the indispensability of the atomic theory. If he was
going to commit suicide because of opposition to atomism, he should have
done it earlier, say from 1895 to 1900, when the tide in France and
Germany really did seem negative. The work of Ramsay and Rayleigh in
England, Becquerel and the Curies in France, use of the spinthariscope to
measure atomic or ionic scintillations, and the early work of Einstein and
Smoluchowski on Brownian motion all occurred before Boltzmann's death.
It is more likely that self-criticism for taking the anti-atomists too seriously
was a factor. At the end he may have accused himself of being a gullible dolt
for listening to the philosophers. Nor is there significant discussion about
atomism in his philosophy lecture notes, either pro or con. In short, this
editor can find no support for the hypothesis above.

Volume 168

-

Ludwig Boltzmann
His Later Life

and Philosophy,
1900-1906

Book One: A Documentary History

Edited by John Blackmore
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john.mullen@univ-rouen.fr
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