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It will be due in early January



Magazines: It is often useful to study one particular section over fifteen or 
twenty issues (the letters section, perhaps, or the editorial section, or the front 
covers).

Spare Rib, the most influential women’s liberation magazine of the 1970s
https://archive.org/details/spareribmagazines

Women’s voice, the Marxist women’s liberation magazine from the 1970s
https://womensvoicearchive.wordpress.com/

Gay News - every issue from the early 1970s
https://gaynewsarchive.co.uk/about-this-project/

Socialist Worker - weekly Socialist newspaper
https://www.marxists.org/history/etol/newspape/sw-gb/index.htm#j70

The Ecologist, monthly magazine
https://www.resurgence.org/magazine/ecologist/issues1970-1979.html



Archives
tandana.org : Asian Youth Movement archives
https://bigflameuk.wordpress.com/about/ The 
radical Left organization “Big Flame”.



Sitcoms
Any sitcom which has at least ten episodes available 
on YouTube could be a source for your work. It is 
important to watch full episodes and not short 
extracts.

The Good Life
On the Buses
Love Thy Neighbour
Man About the House



Other TV programmes.
Again, one would need at least ten 
episodes to make a corpus. It is 
important to watch full episodes and 
not short extracts.

Top of the Pops
The Old Grey Whistle Test
Upstairs Downstairs











Political changes in the 
1970s





Trade union density in the United Kingdom 
from 1900 to 2000



Saltley Gate coke works February 1972

Bloody Sunday



January to March: the three-day week



• Elections in February … and 
again in October!



Elected leader of Conservative Party, Feb 1975

EEC referendum 1975



Harold Wilson resigns, April 1976



James Callaghan Prime 
minister 1976-1979 (after 
Wilson’s second term 
1974-6)

1975 arrival of North Sea oil
1976 IMF crisis
1976 Race Relations Act
1978 Winter of discontent





• 1979-1997 Conservative 
government



Social and cultural 
events and changes in 

the UK in the 1970s



In 1970 life expectancy for 
UK men was 68.7 years, 
and for women it was 75 
years. By 2010, these 
figures had risen  to 77.8 
years for men and 81.9 
years for women. 



Of marriages 
contracted in 1970, 
22% had ended in 
divorce before the 
15th wedding 
anniversary. Of 
marriages contracted 
in 1995, 33% had 
ended in divorce by 
the 15th anniversary. 



• In 1970, almost half of all households in 
the UK have a car. (In 2010 85% will )

• In 1970 65% of households own a 
washing machine . By 1980, 79% will and 
by 2014 97%.

• In 1970 35% of households have a 
telephone. By 1980, 72% will.

• In 1970, 30% of households have central 
heating. By 1980, 59% will and by 2014, 
96%.



• Annie Nightingale



• February 1970, Black Sabbath’s 
first album









• August 1970: Isle of 
Wight festival



September 1970, album released



• October 1970. Pope Paul VI canonized the 
« forty martyrs » of England and Wales,



Gay Liberation 
Front organized 
first London 
demonstration 
(Photo from two 
years later in 
1972)



December 
1970: break-up 
of the Beatles 
(first 
announced in 
previous April)



• Leaflet from Mangrove Nine 
campaign, November 1970



• First published in 1970



• First published in 1970





• January 1971: Divorce 
Reform Act 1969 comes into 
effect



• January 1971: Open 
University TV broadcasts begin



• April 1971: Members of the 
Welsh Language Association 
put on trial for defacing and 
destroyong road signs





• The Who released 
their new album 
« Who’s next »



• September 1971: the 
OGWT began



• « Spaghetti Junction » opened in 
November 1971, today sees 200 000 cars 
a day, 5 times more than back then.





• 1970s board game 
about finding oil in the 
North Sea



First published 
in 1971



First published in 1971






