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Gay identities and conflicts 



Male homosexuality was made a 

capital offense in England in 1533.  

The first man to be convicted was 

playwright and school master 

Nicholas Udall in 1541, who was 

imprisoned for a year.  



The law became permanent in 

1563 until replaced by the Offences 

Against the People Act of 1828: 

the death penalty was the 

punishment until 1861 , though it 

was little used.  

Thereafter, punishment became 

imprisonment for between ten 

years and life.  



The 1885 Criminal 

Law Amendment 

Act made any 

homosexual act 

illegal. 

In 1895, Oscar 

Wilde was 

prosecuted for 

homosexuality and 

sentenced to two 

years prison. 











A dictionary of Polari and gay slang 



Book by Magnus Hirschfeld 



Magnus Hirschfeld 



Noel Coward 







Quentin Crisp 



Alan Turing 













John Gielgud 



Arrests and prosecutions for 

homosexuals increased in the 1950s. 

 

The well-publicized trial of Lord 

Montagu of Beaulieu in 1954 led the 

Conservative government to set up a 

Departmental Committee under Sir 

John Wolfenden to consider both 

homosexual offences and 

prostitution. 



The Wolfenden report 1957 



First gay pride march in London 









The British Police are the best in the world  
I don't believe one of these stories I've heard  
'Bout them raiding our pubs for no reason at all  
Lining the customers up by the wall  
Picking out people and knocking them down  
Resisting arrest as they're kicked on the ground  
Searching their houses and calling them queer  
I don't believe that sort of thing happens here  
Sing if you're glad to be gay  
Sing if you're happy that way  
Pictures of naked young women are fun  
In Titbits and Playboy, page three of The Sun  
There's no nudes in Gay News our last magazine  
But they still find excuses to call it obscene  
Read how disgusting we are in the press  
The News of The World and the Sunday Express  
Molesters of children, corruptors of youth  
It's there in the paper, it must be the truth  
Sing if you're glad to be gay  
Sing if you're happy that way  
 





Campaign in 1988 
against Clause 28 























2004 Union campaign 





Since 2008, it is illegal to discriminate against people 
because of their sexuality. 





George Michael 





Painting by Francis Bacon 



Painting by Francis Bacon 





Jeanette Winterson 




