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The Republic of Ireland today

Coastline : 1,000 km
Capital : Dublin

A Republic since 1949
Population 4.5 million

(Northern Ireland 1.8 million, entire island 6,2
million)

87% of the Irish are Catholics



Angry headline in October
2010




Ireland

—--—--  International Boundary
*  National Capital
®  County Seat







Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 80.56 years (Portugal 78,3; France 81,1;
UK 79,4))

male: 78.28 years
female: 82.97 years (2015 est, CIA World facts handbook.)

Total fertility rate:
2.00 children born/woman (2015 est, ibid.)



Table T Usual residents by ethnic or cultural background

Category 2006 2011 % Change
White Irish 3,645,199 3,821,985 49
[rish Travellers 22,368 289 495 319
Other White 289,041 412875 429
Black Irish or

Black African 40 525 58,697 44 8
Other Black 3,793 6,381 68 .2
Chinese 16,533 17,832 79
Other Asian 35 812 66,858 86.7
Other 46 438 40,724 =12:3
Mot stated 72,303 70,324 -2
Total 4172013 4 525 281 8.5

From the 2011 census reports www.cso.ie



Urbanisation:

Urban population: 62.2% of total
oopulation (2011) (over 80% in
England, 85.8% in France)

(source: United Nations)



Main cities with popn (2015)
Dublin 527 000 (city)

1.8m (Metropolitan area)
Cork 119 000

Limerick 96 000

Galway 76 000

Lisburn 72 000



Dublin



Dublin castle




Molly Malone



Religions in the Republic

Roman Catholic 87.4%,
Church of Ireland 2.9%,
other Christian 1.9%,
other 2.1%,

unspecified 1.5%,

none 4.2% (2006 census)

The Church of Ireland (Irish: Eaglais na hEireann) is
an autonomous section of the Anglican religion,
existing everywhere in the island of Ireland.
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St Mary’s Roman Catholic pro-cathedral in Dublin
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Dublin mosque



Languages:

English is the
.4 PACES Ng Leabhrais |l
language generally 8~ _~ THE LAURELS B

used, Irish (Gaelic e

fapACES |
- ,\ BIG Lann

or Gaeilge) is also ) ..~ RESTAURANT
an official language |8 i.iP\ACES Bia Blasta
spoken mainly in s GOOD FOOD
areas along the
western coast




Around 70 000 people (under 2 % of the

population ) use Irish on a daily basis, 260 000 have
a good knowledge of Irish and 1 600 000 have
some knowledge.

Irish is studied in all schools in the Repubilic.



Irish political life
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Donegal
South West

FIANNA FAIL



Ireland is a republic with a parliamentary system of
government.

The President of Ireland serves as head of state, is elected
for a seven-year term and can be re-elected only once.

The president is largely a figurehead, but has a
constitutional role.

From 1990 to 2011 the president was a woman — Mary
Robinson (1990-97) then Mary McAleese (1997 to 2011).



Michael Higgins, president of Ireland since 2011



The president appoints the Taoiseach,
which is the equivalent of the prime
minister in most countries. They always

appoint the leader of the party with the
most seats in the parliament,

This Irish word is pronounced /ti:Jax/



The current Taoiseach is Enda Kenny, from the Fine
Gael party

Most Taoisigh have been
the leader of the political
party that wins the most
seats in the national
elections. It has become
normal for coalitions to
form a government, as
there has not been a
single-party government
since 1989.




The current government consists of a coalition of two parties; Fine Gael :
Labour.

FINE GAEL

Labour




The Dail




There exist all-Ireland institutions in
Transport

Telecommunications

Energy

Water

The North-South Ministerial Council,
set up in 1998, formulate all-Ireland
policies on questions such as

Food safety

Tourism

Agriculture
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The end of the Celtic tiger?

One of the lowest corporate tax rates in the developed
world, coupled with low paid but educated labour force,
led to an annual growth rate of 6.5 per cent from 1989 until
2006.

Ireland got the nickname of the “Celtic tiger”

Real GOP Growth
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For the first time in over a hundred years,
perhaps for the first time in its history, Ireland
after 1995 was no longer a country people left in
order to emigrate, but a country that immigrants
were attracted to.

In 1987 there were 3.5 million inhabitants in the
Irish Republic. By 2005 there were 4.1 million



Major investments were made in technical
Higher education.

More than 300 high technology companies came
to operate in Ireland,

This sector soon made up 25% of Irish exports,
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In addition, around a hundred pharmaceutical
companies established themselves in Ireland.

Boston
Scientific

Delivering what’s next.”

ABBOTT




The companies were attracted by

- A well-educated workforce

- Extremely low levels of corporation tax

- Staff who spoke fluent English, the International
language.

The republic’s economy became much less dependent
on that of Britain.



Want to Dodge US Taxes?

See the Good Old Honest Irish Government.

DOUBLE OR NOTHIN'
FOR YOUR HAT?
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In 1973 55% of the Republic’s exports went to
Britain,

In 2004 only 18% went to Britain
20% went to the United States
44% went to countries in the European Union

other than Britain
*x X %




Many people had a better standard of living in this
period in Ireland,

However, important pockets of poverty remained.
And rapidly increasing house prices cause many
problems for ordinary irish people.



Regional House Prices - Growth since 1996
Dublin, Mideast & SW outstrip National growth
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House prices 1996-2007



General government financial balances
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Source: Eurostat and OECD
*2012-2014 Eurostat estimates from January 2013



In 2010 the financial crisis hit Ireland’s economy
extrmely hard. In October 2008 the Irish
government bailed out the big Irish banks, going
further than most other developed economies by
guaranteeing all the transactions of the banks.

The Fianna-Fail/Greens coalition government
predicted that it would spend SUS60 billion to
bail out the banks in a country with an economy
that has an annual GDP of SUS228 billion.
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~“THIS IS A BAILOUT!”



The result was strict austerity budgets, and
some of the biggest protests seen for many

years, Between 60 000 and 100 000 people
marched in Dublin.
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The government was extremely unpopular, and was

replaced in the 2011 elections by the present

coalition.
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

PROTEST AT

THE BANK
OUTS

WE WANT JOBS & SERVICES

MARCH TO
THE DAIL

Tuesday 11th May Assemble 7.30pm
Garden of Remembrance,

Parnell Square, Dublin
ssssss
+ Fintan O'Toole Uournalist)
¢ Jo h Kidd (SIPTU Fi F'ref'ghters)
* Janette Byrne (Patients Toge he)
*  Walter Cullen (Uni i on)

* John B isset (Cal alGomm esPno;ec)
*  Professor Kathleen Lynch (UCD) UNION
¢ Si bha OD noghue (Community Workers Co- Op)

ght to Work Campaign Tel: 087-2604143 Email: righttowork@live.com




A short history of independent Ireland

Ireland was one of England’s first colonies.

The Cromwellian settlement in the 17th century left permanent scars,
Settlement of English and Scotish protestants in the North left deep social
divisions, which have not disappeared even today,



The war of independence

 The war of independence 1919-1921 led to
independence for the Southern part of the island.




The partition was
supposed to be a
temporary measure.

It left a big catholic
majority in the South,
and a protestant majority
in the North.



The Irish free state

The South became the « Irish free state »

- A member of the commonwealth

- Still in theory subordinate to the British King
- Anindependent legislature

|

CONSTITUTION

OF THE

FREE STATE
IRELAND

[English Translation]

VA pnsmn
TWOPENCE
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The immediate result
was a civil war
between those who
accepted the
partition and the
treaty and those who
wanted immediate
reunification of
Ireland and a
Republican form of
government,
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1939-45 Ireland
remains neutral
in the Second
world war,
despite heavy
pressure.

HISTORY OF IRELAND DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR
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Medal from the
emergency




1949 Ireland leaves the commonwealth and
declares itself a republic.



After the war
ireland was not
allowed to join the
United Nations
until 1955.




In 1969 British troops were sent into Northern
Ireland.

They quickly became seen as enemies of
Catholics in the North .

Even some government ministers in the South
were trying to raise money for the armed
struggle in the North against Britain. They were
removed from the government by the
Taoiseach.



In 1972 after Bloody Sunday, Britain was
hated in the South,

The British embassy in Dublin was burned
down by a demonstration of 20 000
people,



British embassy in Dublin February
1972




In 1972 a referendum was held
on whether or not to join the
European Economic
Community, ancestor of the
European Union




211 891 voters said « No »

1 041 890 voters said « Yes »



In 1973 the Irish republic joined the European
Economic Community at the same time as Britain
did.

This was a period of high unemployment.
In 1973 unemployment was officially
counted as 7.9%,

In 1985 unemployment was at 18.2%



Entry in the European Economic Community
meant that funds were available

- From the common Agricultural Policy, to aid
Ireland’s bigger farmers

(€44 billion of EU funds went to agriculture over

30 years).

- For the renovation and rebuilding of rapidly
ageing or non-existant infrastructure



Water treatment plants, sewage works, rail lines,
and bus services throughout the country have
benefited from EU financial support.




This aid increased at the end of the 1980s

During the period of 1989-1999 Ireland’s
receipts from EU structural funds averaged
around 2.6% of Gross National Product (GNP).



After the death of Bobbys Sands
and nine others in the 1981 hunger
strike, there was a huge wave of
anger in the Republic against
Britain.

Sinn Fein became much stronger in
the South of Ireland. It was much
easier for the IRA to raise money in
the United States.

BOBBY
SANDS

Nothing but an Unfinished Song

DENIS O'HEARN




In 1998, a referendum was held in both parts of Ireland to decide
whether to implement the Good Friday agreement, which hoped to
reduce conflict in Northern ireland, while putting the question of
unification off until sometime in the future.

Feferendum Communication South Bel fast

Alliance says:
It’s time for tomorrow

Steve McBride says:
vote “Yes” to a Good Deal

“The long months of the Talks able compromise which offers us
were often difficult and frustrat- all a chance to build a betier

ing, but I believe that the Agree- furure.

ment reached on Good Friday “It is a good deal for the people
has _;'Ll:i1'l|'i¢t| all the elfors we of Belfast and for all the people
put nto it. of Morthern Treland and it de-

“It is a fair deal. It is an honour-  serves your support,”




THE REFERENDUM:
FRIDAY 22 MAY
1998




OMMUNICAT

IT’S RIGHT TO SAY

“NO”

REFERENDIM

REFERENDUM
COMMUNICATION

COMMUNICATION ' and
AN OVERWHELMING

¥y
YES on May 22nd 1998
WILL MEAN A NEW BEGINNING
The Apreement should be supported by all working people and democrats.
We believe it will,
« CREATE THE MEANS TO END THE VIOLENCE AND
BLOODSHED,
ESTABLISH A HIGH LEVEL OF DEMOCRACY AND
RE-FOCUS POLITICS IN NORTHERN IRELAND,
BE A JUST AND REASONABLE COMPROMISE THAT
RESPECTS AND GIVES A FAIR PLACE TO ALL
IRADITIONS.

— An overwhelming YES will be a chance for peace, democracy and stability,
The new stability will mean prosperily, jobs, more opportunitics - a
better life for ordinary workers, the people LABOUR represents,

- It will mean an inereased ability for people to influence social, political
and economic decisions,

- 1t will mean opportunities, a decent life, and new lreedoms for the youth,
It will mot just get gunmen off our backs, it will get all those who live by
stirring sectarian and racial divisions,

- The ordinary people are always the vietims. They have been used,
divided, and exploited, while *Technicolor™ politicians have thrived.

NOW THERE IS A CHANCE TO CHANGE THINGS!
DON'T THROW IT AWAY! — VOTE YES ON MAY ZInd!

AFTER VICTORY THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND WILL SHOW THE
BIGOTS AND PESSIMISTS WHAT THEY CAN DO WHEN THEY AREN'T BEING
MANIFULATERD,

JOIN IN THE YES CAMPAIGN = DON'T BE INTIMIDATED
MAKE THE CAMPAIGN A CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH OF SOMETIING
NEW —NOT THE MORBID FUNERAL THE “NOT AN INCH” BRIGADE WANT LIS
TO ATTENIN
i Talks We represented the mterests of sl working peaple and

ol The parties in the
ahlisd a poswerful, ivlusive, Morthern Ireland lalanir pasty

LABCUIR wwas on
deitcrals. O

PRINTED AT FUBLISHED By T0GH CASEY. 17 HAWTHORNE ANEXUE, LURGAN, BTG 61R




In the Republic of Ireland 94.4% of
voters said « Yes. »

In Northern Ireland 71.1% said
« Yes ».

So the Good Friday institutions were
established, though they were suspended
four times between 2000 and 2007, such was

the tension between nationalists and
unionists in the North.



In 1999, the Republic joined the Euro




In 2005 an international commission was
invited to witness the decommissioning of all
IRA weapons.

The IRA now believed that a political way
forward was possible

Small breakaway groups like « Real IRA » and
« Continuity IRA » continued to believe that
continuing the armed struggle for a united
Ireland was justified .



A few argued that the armed struggle should continue, like the painters
of this mural who remind passers by of the events of 1969 and the
burning of dozens of catholic houses by loyalists.



In 1998 at Omagh, 28 people were killed by a bomb planted by the small
breakaway group « real IRA », A warning was given, but was not clear enough
to evacuate the right area,



In 2005 the Irish language was recognized as a working
language by the European Union. Euro MPs and
administrators who want to work in Irish may do so.
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Ireland has been a country of emigration for
a long time.

In 1840 the population was more than 8 million
In 1851 it was 6.5 million
In 1941 it was down to 4.3 million.

Today the population of the whole island of
Ireland is only 6.2 million



The Oireachtas [eraxt¥asY] is a bicameral
parliament consisting of the President of
Ireland, the upper house Seanad Eireann ,
and the lower house Ddil Eireann .

The Seanad is composed of sixty
members, Eleven are nominated by the
Taoiseach,

Six are elected by two universities

43 are elected by public representatives



The Dail has 166 members (Teachtai Dala)
elected under a system of proportional
representation.

Parliamentary elections must be held at least
every five years.



There are currently 55 trade unions with
membership of Congress, representing
about 600,000 members in the Republic
of Ireland.

Trade union members represent 29.6% of
the Republic's workforce. (OECD 2013)

This is a significant decline since the
55.3% recorded in 1980 and the 38.5%
reported in 2003. In the Republic, over
60% of union members are in the public
sector.



Jack O Connor, president of the ICTU, on a Coca Cola picket line in 2009
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Referendum on the legalization of
divorce, 1995

Yes: 50.28%
No: 49,72%
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FiGure 1  Impact of Budget 2015 - Percentage Change in Disposable Income by Income Decile

2.00

150

1.00

0.50

e B e

<0.50 -

-1.00

-1.50

«2.00

Source: SWITCH estimates at December 2014, including the impact of water charges, changes to income tax
bands, changes to USC and the welfare measures specified in the text.



Strong growth is returning to Ireland
Real GDP growth, % change from previous period
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source: OECD, Economic Survey of Ireland 2015
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