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The Republic of Ireland today 

• Coastline : 1,000 km 

• Capital : Dublin 

• A Republic since 1949 

• Population 4.5 million  

• (Northern Ireland 1.8 million, entire island 6,2 
million) 

• 87% of the Irish are Catholics 

 



Angry headline in October 
2010 







Life expectancy at birth: 
 

total population: 80.56 years (Portugal 78,3; France 81,1; 
UK 79,4)) 
 
 
male: 78.28 years 
female: 82.97 years (2015 est, CIA World facts handbook.) 
 

Total fertility rate: 
2.00 children born/woman (2015 est, ibid.) 
 

 



From the 2011 census reports www.cso.ie 



Urbanisation:   
 

Urban population: 62.2% of total 
population (2011) (over 80% in 
England, 85.8% in France) 
 
(source: United Nations) 



Main cities with popn (2015) 
Dublin 527 000 (city) 
1.8m (Metropolitan area) 
Cork 119 000 
Limerick 96 000 
Galway 76 000 
Lisburn 72 000 



Dublin 



Dublin castle 



Molly Malone 



Religions in the Republic 
 

Roman Catholic 87.4%,  
Church of Ireland 2.9%,  
other Christian 1.9%,  
other 2.1%,  
unspecified 1.5%,  
none 4.2% (2006 census) 
 

The Church of Ireland (Irish: Eaglais na hÉireann) is 
an autonomous section of the Anglican religion, 
existing everywhere in the island of Ireland. 



Saint 
Patrick’s 
cathedral 



St Mary’s Roman Catholic pro-cathedral in Dublin 



Dublin mosque 



Languages: 
English is the 
language generally 
used, Irish (Gaelic 
or Gaeilge) is also 
an official language 
spoken mainly in 
areas along the 
western coast 
 



Around  70 000 people (under 2 %  of the 
population ) use Irish on a daily basis, 260 000 have 
a good knowledge of Irish and 1 600 000 have 
some knowledge. 
 
Irish is studied in all schools in the Republic. 



Irish political life 



Ireland is a republic with a parliamentary system of 
government.  
 
 
The President of Ireland serves as head of state, is elected 
for a seven-year term and can be re-elected only once.  
 
The president is largely a figurehead, but has a 
constitutional role. 
 
From 1990 to 2011 the president was a woman – Mary 
Robinson (1990-97) then Mary McAleese (1997 to 2011). 



Michael Higgins, president of Ireland since 2011 



The president appoints the Taoiseach, 
which is the equivalent of the prime 
minister in most countries. They always 
appoint the leader of the party with the 
most seats in the parliament, 
 
 
This Irish word is pronounced    /ti:ʃəx/ 



The current Taoiseach is  Enda Kenny,  from the Fine 
Gael party 

Most Taoisigh have been 
the leader of the political 
party that wins the most 
seats in the national 
elections. It has become 
normal for coalitions to 
form a government, as 
there has not been a 
single-party government 
since 1989. 
 



The current government consists of a coalition of two parties; Fine Gael : 
Labour.  



The Dail 



There exist all-Ireland institutions in  
Transport 
Telecommunications 
Energy 
Water 
 
The North-South Ministerial Council, 
set up in 1998, formulate all-Ireland 
policies on questions such as 
Food safety 
Tourism 
Agriculture 





The end of the Celtic tiger? 

One of the lowest corporate tax rates in the developed 
world, coupled with low paid but educated labour force, 
led to an annual growth rate of 6.5 per cent from 1989 until 
2006. 
Ireland got the nickname of the “Celtic tiger” 
 
 
 



For the first time in over a hundred years, 
perhaps for the first time in its history, Ireland 
after 1995 was no longer a country people left in 
order to emigrate, but a country that immigrants 
were attracted to.  
 
In 1987 there were 3.5 million inhabitants in the 
Irish Republic. By 2005 there were 4.1 million 



Major investments were made in technical 
Higher education. 
More than 300 high technology companies came 
to operate in Ireland, 
 
This sector soon made up 25% of Irish exports, 



In addition, around a hundred pharmaceutical 
companies established themselves in Ireland. 



The companies were attracted by 
 
- A well-educated workforce 
- Extremely low levels of corporation tax 
- Staff who spoke fluent English, the International 

language. 
 

The republic’s economy became much less dependent 
on that of Britain. 







In 1973 55% of the Republic’s exports went to 
Britain, 
 
 
In 2004 only 18% went to Britain 
20% went to the United States 
44% went to countries in the European Union 
other than Britain 



Many people had a better standard of living in this 
period in Ireland, 
 
However, important pockets of poverty remained.  
And rapidly increasing house prices cause many 
problems for ordinary irish people. 



House prices 1996-2007 





In 2010 the financial crisis hit Ireland’s economy 
extrmely hard. In October 2008 the Irish 
government bailed out the big Irish banks, going 
further than most other developed economies by 
guaranteeing all the transactions of the banks. 
 
The Fianna-Fail/Greens coalition government 
predicted that it would spend $US60 billion to 
bail out the banks in a country with an economy 
that has an annual GDP of $US228 billion. 
 







The result was strict austerity budgets, and 
some of the biggest protests seen for many 
years, Between 60 000 and 100 000 people 
marched in Dublin. 





The government was extremely unpopular, and was 
replaced in the 2011 elections by the present 
coalition. 



A short history of independent Ireland 

•   
Ireland was one of England’s first colonies. 
The Cromwellian settlement in the 17th century left permanent scars, 
Settlement of English and Scotish protestants in the North left deep social 
divisions, which have not disappeared even today, 



The war of independence 

• The war of independence 1919-1921 led to 
independence for the Southern part of the island. 



The partition was 
supposed to be a 
temporary measure. 
 
It left a big catholic 
majority in the South, 
and a protestant majority 
in the North. 



The Irish free state 

The South became the « Irish free state » 
- A member of the commonwealth 
- Still in theory subordinate to the British King 
- An independent legislature 



The immediate result 
was a civil war 
between those who 
accepted the 
partition and the 
treaty and those who 
wanted immediate 
reunification of 
Ireland and a 
Republican form of 
government, 









1939-45 Ireland  
remains neutral 
in the Second 
world war, 
despite heavy 
pressure. 



Medal from the 
emergency 



1949 Ireland leaves the commonwealth and 
declares itself a republic. 

1949 



After the war 
ireland was not 
allowed to join the 
United Nations 
until  1955. 

1955 



In 1969 British troops were sent into Northern 
Ireland. 
 
They quickly became seen as enemies of 
Catholics in the North . 
 
Even some government ministers in the South 
were trying to raise money for the armed 
struggle in the North against Britain. They were 
removed from the government by the 
Taoiseach. 
 



In 1972 after Bloody Sunday, Britain was 
hated in the South, 
The British embassy in Dublin was burned 
down by a demonstration of 20 000 
people, 
 

1972 



British embassy in Dublin February 
1972 

1972 



In 1972 a referendum was held 
on whether or not to join the 
European Economic 
Community, ancestor of the 
European Union 



211 891 voters said « No » 

1 041 890 voters said « Yes » 



In 1973 the Irish republic joined the European 
Economic Community at the same time as Britain 
did. 

This was a period of high unemployment. 
In 1973 unemployment was officially 
counted as 7.9%, 
In 1985 unemployment was at 18.2% 



Entry in the European Economic Community 
meant that funds were available 
 
 
- From the common Agricultural Policy , to aid  

Ireland’s bigger farmers 
(€44 billion of EU funds  went to agriculture over 
30 years).  
 
- For the renovation and rebuilding of rapidly 

ageing or non-existant infrastructure 



Water treatment plants, sewage works, rail lines, 
and bus services throughout the country have 
benefited from EU financial support. 



This aid increased at the end of the 1980s 
 
During the period of 1989-1999 Ireland’s 
receipts from EU structural funds averaged 
around 2.6% of Gross National Product (GNP).  

1980s 



After the death of Bobbys Sands 
and nine others in the 1981 hunger 
strike, there was a huge wave of 
anger in the Republic against 
Britain. 
 
Sinn Fein became much stronger in 
the South of Ireland. It was much 
easier for the IRA to raise money in 
the United States. 



In 1998, a referendum was held in both parts of Ireland to decide 
whether to implement the Good Friday agreement, which hoped to 
reduce conflict in Northern ireland, while putting the question of 
unification off until  sometime in the future. 







1998 

In the Republic of Ireland  94.4%  of 
voters said « Yes. » 

In Northern Ireland 71.1% said 
« Yes ». 

So the Good Friday institutions were 
established, though they were suspended 
four times between 2000 and 2007, such was 
the tension between nationalists and 
unionists in the North. 



In 1999, the Republic joined the Euro 

1999 



In 2005 an international commission was 
invited to witness the decommissioning of all 
IRA weapons. 
 
The IRA now believed that a political way 
forward was possible 
 
 
Small breakaway groups like « Real IRA » and 
« Continuity IRA » continued to believe that 
continuing the armed struggle for a united 
Ireland was justified . 

2005 



A few argued that the armed struggle should continue, like the painters 
of this mural who remind passers by of the events of 1969 and the 
burning of dozens of catholic houses by loyalists. 



In 1998 at Omagh, 28 people were killed by a bomb planted by the small 
breakaway group « real IRA », A warning was given, but was not clear enough 
to evacuate  the right area, 



In 2005 the Irish language was recognized as a working 
language by the European Union. Euro MPs and 
administrators who want to work in Irish may do so.  
 
 
 

2005 







Ireland has been a country of emigration for 
a long time. 

In 1840 the population was  more than 8 million  
 
In 1851 it was 6.5 million 
 
In 1941 it was down to 4.3 million.  
 
Today the population of the whole island of 
Ireland is only 6.2 million   
 



The Oireachtas  [ɛrʲaxt ̪ɣ asˠ]   is a bicameral 
parliament consisting of the President of 
Ireland, the upper house Seanad Éireann , 
and the lower house Dáil Éireann . 
 
The Seanad is composed of sixty 
members, Eleven are nominated by the 
Taoiseach, 
Six are  elected by two universities 
43 are elected by public representatives 



The Dáil has 166 members (Teachtaí Dála) 
elected under a system of proportional 
representation. 
 
Parliamentary elections must be held at least 
every five years.  
 
 
 



 
 
There are currently 55 trade unions with 
membership of Congress, representing 
about 600,000 members in the Republic 
of Ireland.  
 
Trade union members represent 29.6% of 
the Republic's workforce. (OECD 2013) 
 
This is a significant decline since the 
55.3% recorded in 1980 and the 38.5% 
reported in 2003. In the Republic, over 
60% of union members are in the public 
sector.  



Jack O Connor , president of the ICTU, on a Coca Cola picket line in 2009 



2009 campaign 
against levy on 
public service 
pensions 



2010 



Referendum on the legalization of 
divorce, 1995 
 
Yes: 50.28% 
No: 49,72% 



Referendum on marriage 
equality 2015 










