
WARNING:
lN TltE EVENT OF A NUCLEAR WAR,
H.M. GOVT. WILL HIDE UNDERGROUND
WHILE YOU DIE.
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Read this booklet with care
Your life and the lives of your
family may depend upon it

Do as it advises
Keep it safely at hand
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lntroduct lon
The govennment craims to base its defencepo1i"y on the idea of deterrence. Detenrenceassumes that a nuclean war will never happen.Even so, the government has prans o some of themsecnet, for what to do at home in the event ofa nuclean wan, These plans ane called I civilDefence prepanations i . The gove'nment wants usto bel-ieve that these civil Defence preparationswill mean that most of us can sunvive a nuc]-earwar ' rn this pamphlet we will t:ry to show:

f ) That while Bnitain is still packed with m-issilebas€S , NATo communications centnes, and othen tar_gets which our renemyr must hit in wantime, thereis nothirg Civ.i I Defence can do to prevent thevast ma j onitir of ordinary British 
-p".pa" 

frombeing killed r or" sufferi"g uppulli.ng physical andmental_ itr j ury .

2) That Civil Defence is part
and part of a plan to po"p.""
a nuclean war the governmentplans to show the Russians we

civil Defence actuarly briï-]gs \^rar nearer,it can foo_1 
- 
the population into acceptir,gwar as realist ic and sunvivable , ratir""something to be prevented at all costs.

:+ ) That civil Defence plans invclve destroyirgthe freedorn which nucrea'weapons ane supposed todefend.

5) That civir Defence prans are not just meant tobe us ed in war . They are also ru.r,i to be usecto control tlu population in case of civj I unrestor ma j or stnikes , both of vùich o,r"-gorr""r,ment ma_ybe expecting as the economic cnisis deeoens.

ïhe tuclear Arnrs Race
rn the rg50s and rg6os, westenn govennmentsdepended on the possession of nucr".i weapons asa tdetennent r , t" stop a war h.ppening, The idea''^ras to aim a few big bombs at your opponent,scities r So that they wene too frightened to attackycu. The ? Balance of Fear I was supposed to stopa wan happening. But the Barance of fear didn r tstop the wars in Vietnam and Korea.The barance of fear, and competition betweeniast and west for contnor of some third wonr_d:cuntnies, led to a race for more and more soph:r_s_:icated weapons. so r €ven aften both sides rràal:ough to destrov the othen side severar times)ver , the arms nace di dn r t stop . f t was making:lilions for arms companies, ii proviaàa research,roney and jobs fon 

""ientisi= and militan,y bosseso : t went oïr . Govennments began 100kirg for waysc fight and win a nucrean war, not to prevent l

Ite' The new stnategy of rcountenfonce, 
was in_e:ted by US leadens.

Newer and highly accunate nucr-ear missi res r^rererveloped. You dontt need. accunacy to attackLties. The idea of the new missires is to des-^3y your opponent t s missiles before they are'red, while the missires are stirr_ on the
'cund r o'. in the sea. The i_ongterm aim of thisrunterforce stnategy i.s to gain what is carred a'rrst strike capabirityr , *ili"h is the ability tostroy all on neanly alr of youn opponent rs miss_es befone they ane fired, sL that you have rwon r

a nuclear war. The new missile
Cnuise and MX are the Westenn
a Finst Stnike Capability.

This means we ane facirg a new crisis theprobability that befone lggo a number of newweapons r surveillance and communicati.ons systemswill be deveroped that togethen may actually makethe westenn military beliàru ir,.r-ir,Jv have aFirst Stnike capabirity. ( it 
-ï; "s;;J".lty 

agneedthat the west has more effective finst strikeweapons than the east, even though the Russianstoo are tryirg to get a Finst Strike capabilityoand the new ss2o Russian missiles aï-e firststrike weapons, The west is ahead mai.nry becauseits missir-es are nnore accurate, and because it hasthe technology to detect and destroy subrnergei sub-marines, which the Russians do not).
When one superpower believes it has astrike capability o it will be tempted tcwhen an opponent gets nean to having such.cap.rbi j-tty. When two powers believe thevFirst str:ike capabiriiv r w€ wirl n"Àr""ii

';ir:.-;;;=i. 
-l',=

. -^- I r i L r rr ts

i:":a "::d .ly other crisis a f inst srr"- .,= ;.'crldis itself crisis enough.

systems Tnident,
attempt to neach

of the arms race,
to fight and win
has Civi I Defence

are prepared to fiqht.
3 ) That
be caus e
nuc lear
than as

Even though the new genenati on of nu: 
==j:weapons are clearly meant fcn fightir-,g a::winnirg a nuclean

pretend that they l::'r;i:"5:àt;:;';::.::=: -to stop a war happening. They believe: âSmany people believe, that the way to stc: anuclear war happening is to spend ro"""":.-more on nucrear weapons and war pneparatic:<.They are wronÉr. Every anms nace in the Des:has led to a war, and this one wiil too r Li.. :sswe stop it. There ane some nisks in disarrnai::::,(ttrough far fewen than many Deople claim), b*: -..;=must take them, because 
""iyîng-on ;;;rear .r.,ea:-

ons means centain nuclear war, and perhaps =...=.rathen than later.

.ne of the main neason s for the pï,e s Ê:-: : _ _ _:-up of anms is competition between g-st a:-: ,..=s:for resources such as Middre East oirra..: :::control oven parts of the third worfd whicl :=:make money for whoever contr-ols them. But e-',e:-rulers i.nterests cannot be served by a nuclear-war, which might wel_l kill or bankrupt them,Even though a nuclean war would be =Licidal othe arms race goes ori. rt can only be stoppedby ondinary people.
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What is Civil Defence?
The tenm I Civil Defence ? covers many different

government plans , which are also called I Home
Defence I and I Emergency Planning t . There are
three main areas to look at;

Protect
and

Survive ?
ïn May 1gB0, the govennment published a book-

let called I Protect and survive I o which claimed
to tell you thow to make your home and your fanrily
as safe as possible under nuclear attack"

rf you live in a caravan, bungalow ojr block of
flats o you are told to find yourself alternative
accommodation fast. rf you five in a houseo it
tells you to choose a room as far as Dossible
from the outside walls, and to build an tinner
refuget inside this roomo to protect you from the
deadly radioactive fallout which will be a d"anger
after a nuclear attack. Hene is an extract fnom
the bookret, giving ideas for this inner refuge,
which you are supposed to hide ins ide vuith enàugh
food and water for 14 days.

Here are some ideas:
Make a 'lean-to' with sloping doors taken from rooms above or
strong boards rested against an inner wall. Prevent them from
slipping by fixing a length of wood along the floor. Build further
protection of bags or boxes of earth or sand - or books, or even
clothing on the slope of your refuge, and anchor these also
against slipping. Partly close the two open ends with boxes of
earth or sand, or heavy furniture.

Among the other things you are expected to take
into youu refuge are:

a portable stove, fuel and sauceDans
torches, a buck€t, and pl-astic bags
pontable radio with batteries
toys and magazines.
changes of cl-othing, a f irst aid kit
a box of dry sand.

The booklet makes the whole experience of
nuclear war s eem pos it ive lv en j oyab le o con j ,rit g
up vi sions of the T^rarm company and h.ppy s ingsongs
which supposedly existed in the shelters during
World War Two,

tr
*t

But wi 11 a nucl_ear -É""a: 
: ea l f y be

such a m i ]d af fai" o mere ry a matt er. ci ..: *:.g
away for a couple of weeks before returl::s:o life
as norrnaf ? 0r i s there something the boox e: i s:. ' t
telling us? rf we look clos ely at tprotect ar-c
survive I , \rre can see that there are r-ots of
things the authors are trying to hide:

1 ) HEAT AND BLAST

Heat and blast from nuclear bombs wir_L kill
many millions of people in an all-out nuclear
war . Yet there is only one rnent ion of heat and
brast in the whole booklet : on page two, where it
says:

,Evergthing within a certain distance af a

nucLeat expl-osion wiTl- be total7'J destroged'

We are not told how far is t a certain
distance t . 0f course not. The government is
tryit g to calm us down with this booklet: so they
don t t want you to think you might be one of the
unlucky millions who live too near a nucl-ear tan-
get for comfort.

2 ) HOW t{Al{y BOMBS ANp ylrERE wr.LL THE_Y FALL?

ThC booklet does not tetl us how many nuclear
bombs wil-l falt on Britain in a full scale nuclear
war r or where they will fall. In fact , at one
point, the booklet claims:

' If there is a nucLear attack an Britain, we

do not know what targets wi77 be chos€rtr ar how
severe the assa ul-t wil7 be . '

This is a lie. The government may not know
all the exact tangets which will be hit by nuc-
lear bomb s in wart ime , ,bùrt it knows most of them .

Mifitany exercises often include lists of targets,
and freelv avaitable information such as the map

( on P. + ) shows where many of the R.us sian bombs
wilt fall . .RAF and American bases in East Anglia
will certainly be targets. Tnese bases hold nuclear
weapons aimed at R.ussian cities and bas€se so'
R,ussia has to hit them in wartime. Power stations
and NATO communications centres, as well as cities
and ponts, will also be targets.

Again, it is not sunpnising that the govennment
doesn t t tett us these things . They are tnying to
convince us that most of us will sunvive a nuclear.
wan r so obviously they don I t want to let on that
most of East Anglia wirr be wiped out in sueh a
\^rar: of that Bnitain can expect up to 4oo bombs ,
each at l-east 50 times as powerful as the one which
destnoyed Hinoshima in 1945.

lf the whole 170 million Americans
had Air Raid Shelters, at least 50o/n

of them wor^tld die in a su!'prise
enemy attacl<. ln the last analysis
there is no slrch thing as a nation
being prepared for a therrnonuclear
war.
Val Peterson, US Civil Defence Administrator

t Pnotect and Sunvive l deal-s , in its own mislead-
ing way with how to pnotect younself from radio-
active fallout. Here are some of the pnoblems cf
living thnough a nuclean wan that the bonliir*;i:
doesnft even mention:



nMIttIonS QI rer u9ee5. ^nuge rJr-s.S u(Jruttt rdgtrtg.

out of contrqT in mang ateas. *Mang miTTions of
dead bodiês r with practicaTTg no public services
to deal with them. *Radioactive dust in the
water, sTovrLg kiTTing most who drink it. *PLutoniufrr
the most poisonous substance knqvn to humans spraged'
over the counttg when bombs hit our nuclear powet
s ta tions or out weapons stockpj -Z es . 'FS tawation as
most food is contaminated, ,most animaLs dead.
*Epidemics of nang djseases as sewers are broken
open, and hggeine conditions get worse and worse
*AgricuLture impossible in mang areas for decades
oî Tonger, because vital worms and insects are
dead from radiation. *Most hospitals destroged,
most medical staff dead, injured or fleeing.
ChiTdren born dead or deformed. for mang gen-
era tions to come.

Hiding unden a few doons and books isn I t going
to save us.

Soviet map of British and American bases in Britain

Why Stay at Home ?
But if the I Pnotect and Survive I instnuctions

will- not significantly neduce the number- of
deaths in a nuclean wan, even mone wonrying is the
fact that one of the instnuctions in the booklet
will actually incneas.e the number of deaths . This
is the I STAY AT HOMEI instnuction, which is on P4
of the booklet. ft tells you not to move fnom
youn home area duning a wan. Now, while this may
be sensible in the peniod afteg a nuclean attack
when the main dangen is fnom nadioactive fallout,
it is quite insane to stay at home before an
attack if you live in a majon tang"ffi like

to sunvive?
cr_ , vrr s I vs!!J rYçf 1l L u.>

The govennment does seem to nearise that, if
a wan comes, people will take no notice of this
Stay At Home instnuction o and they ane secretly
prepared fon this: Duning the civil Defence
pnactice called | Openation squane Leg r in rg go,
6 500 tnoops hrere used to stop peopre fleeirrg fnomtarget aneas r so as to keep arr_ maj on roads fnee
fon use in getting weapons neady fon wan. As
r^re will see again lat€r r Civil Defence i s mainly
about contnolling you, not about saving your
Il-ïe .

PLAYING AT
CIVI L DEFENCE

rn 1974 the civil Defence planning Act was
passed, which put the responsibility fon civil
Defence finmly in the hands of county councirs.
Each* county employs an Emengency pranning officer?,
whose job it is to co-ondinate civil Defence
prans for wan r âs well as to prepane fon othen
emengencies, such as stnikes on froods. The
cambridgeshine Emengency planning officen, with
his staff of thr-ee, has an office in the gnounds
of shine Hall, cambnidge , He gives tarks to
councilrons o Police Officens o the Fine Bnigade,
and othens , to terl them what thein j ob woul_d be
befone , duning and aften a nuclean hrar.

Alr the yean nound, the Home office sends out
cinculans to Police , Heatth Authonities ete. ,giving information about thein nuclean wan duties.
rt is the job of these bodies to wnite mone detail-
ed plans fon their anea in wantime. we will nor^r
look at a typical example of such a pran o the
Cambnidgeshine Anea Health Authonity wan plan of

March 1981. All quotes fnom the plan are manked :!f;

The plan accepts that massive numbens wirl die
in a nucl-ean attack on cambnidgeshine , but is vague
as to how many:

**rThere wi77 be areas of totaL destruction and
-Zoss of Lif e. There wiJJ be areas of bLast and
fite casuarties on a scale mang times greater
than ang civil major disaster, but falrout condit-
ions mag ptevent anv organised jifesaving oper-
atioris for dags or weeks. These cas ualtjes wiL j
be l-eft to dier or just possibrg survive without
tteatment. . . '

roTt0E
OFFICE OF CIVII,IAt{ DEFENSE
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uP0r TlrE FTFST SÂRfltËG:

I. STAT CLEAR OF AtL HIËBOHS.

2. XEEP HAIIDS FREE OF GLASSES, BOTT[E$,

CIGARETTES, ETC.

3. STATO AHAT FROiI BAR, TABLES, ORCIIE$TRâ,

EQUIPfTEIIT TTN FURflITURE.

4. T(}(ISEI{ TECHTIE, UHEIJTTOfl SOAT AËD AIIT

OTHER RI$TRIETIHE CL(ITH!f,Ê.

5. REIIOHE GLASSES, EIITPTY P(}Cf,ET$ OF ATT

SHARP OE.IECTS $UCH AS PETS, PEHCIIS, ETC.

6. ltrlllEDlATELT UP(}l $Etlt0 TllE BRlLtlAlT
rtÂsff 0f iltcLEAR Expro$toil, BErll 0rER AID
PTACE Y(IUN flEAO FIRilTT BETWEETI T(,UR LEÊS.
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Even s c r the p r-an gces on to explain what
pathetic attempts at 'bringitrg society baek to
nonmal aften a nucrean war t should be made. rt
suggests that people should be encounage to care
fon themsel-ves, with the help of voluntany socie-
ties such as the Red cross and the st John rb
Ambulance Bnigade:

**First Aid Posts wi77 be manned. bg members of
the Voluntarg Aid Societie,s. Their purpose wi77
be to give immediate treatment, and to sort câsu-
alties into those who can be tetutned home. . . and
those requiring further treatment at a casualtg
colLection centre.
(t'Yes , A ou go that taU , It/fu. .' J ones , N o, of eourse
that doesntt mett u)etre going to Lease Aou to die,
itts just thnt,.,tt)

The plan is twelve pages long, and none of its
pages contain anything mone useful than the above
suggests. The pnovisions of the plan woul-d have
littte or no effeet on the miseny following a nuc-
lear attack on Camb::idgeshire r âD anea paeked with
nuclear targets. But the neally honnifying thing
is that the people who w:rite these plans ean acc-
ept that a nuclear wan should be allowed to happen.
We should be working to pnevent a nuclean wan, not
mak ing s i lly p lans fon what to do after: .

It is a hopeful sign that many medical staff
now refuse to take pant in the makirrg of such plans
and instead are campaigning against nuclean r^reaporls r
believing they can only lead to war. This is pant
of a statement by an intennational gnoup of medic-
al staff:

'MedicaL djsaster pTanning fot a nuclear wat
is futiJ,e. There is no possibJe ef fective medical
r,esponse af ter a nuciear attack, and there js no
effective treatment for those who initiaTTg sur-
vived an attack. Às doctots of l,Iedicine and
scientists in heaith related fields, we concLude
therefore that the prevention of nuclear war offets
the onTg possibiTitg for protectinE people from its
medical consequences. Thete js no altetnative.'

pretending ( and
a nuclean r^ran is

believing) that Civil Defenee
neal-istic.

All through the govennment eirculans too, runsthe idea that nucl-ean wan won r t be so bad. rn ayear on two things wil_l be back to nonmal o theypnetend. One thing they eentainly never mentionis the long tenm effects of nadiaiion. Some ofthe nadioactive substances pnodueed by nuclear
explosions nemain deadly oaàioactive ioo hundneds
on thousands of yeans. They also concentrate in
centain parts of plants and animals, making them
even more dangenous. rt is the 10ng tenm àrfectsof nadiation that make some scientiits believethat a full scale nuclean r^rar eould cause theextinction of the human raee completely.

"') 
obviously o when sending out its ondens , the

govennment has pnoblems with those civil senvants
who think that pnepanirrg fon a nuclean wan issiIlyr or immonalo on both. so they often put this
note on the fnont of thein ci::cul-ans :

" some of the information in thj s citculat rnag
offend individual beriefs. Recjpients mag wish
to restrict its distribution to those who have
a need to know."

This year, the cambr:idgeshine Emengency plan-
ning Officen has spoken to the following organis-
ations : st John I s Ambulance Bnigade, womens Royal
voluntany senvicê r women t s lnstiiute, goitish I

Legiorr r and even, to Help The Aged. Alr these people
ane being fooled. Thene is no effective defenôe
against a nuclea:: attack, and nathen than have an
ineffective fance based on despair r wê must
deeide on disanmament and a new fonm of society
which has no place for wau.

-
I
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Spreading Gonfusion
And yet the Emergency pranning officer and

othen civir senvants keep on hotding meetings rwriting cincul-ans, and tarking to voluntany
organisations about how Britain will recoven aften
a nuclean war. why do they co this, if the idea
is so nidiculous?

The anshren lies in information. The govennment
doesn t t terl- its servants ever]r[hing, j ust like
they didn ? t tell us everything in I pnotect and
survive I . rn the cinculans to Emengeney planning
Officers r they again pr^etend they don r t know what
tangets will be hit by nucrean bombs. l,lhen we
asked the Emergency Pl-annirg Officen of Cambnidge-
shine whene the bombs would fall nean us r he said:

, Oh, the Home Office are neve;^ as pteeise as that.
Theg te77 us how mang bombs ate expected to fa77
on æitain as a whoT€. , . . . theg talk about 80
tatgets. . . but theg don't sp7it, that numbet up into
what wi77 fa17 where.'

As we saw earlien e the govennment knows where
most of the tangets are. Then why arentt they men-

tioned in thein circulars? The reason is that, if
the Civil Defence staff in each County had to make

war plans based on accu::ate estimates of where the
bombX will fall-o it would become very clean that
Civil- Defence was a waste of time. T^lhile the plans
are vague and confused, howeven, they can keep

fbo mouqtrequireC
to povide-adequafe
food, water, educotirqr,
beatth sud housinr
for ovoryone in tfrsùsssld
bas bsen estinzrted
ai Srzbilliq a y€gr.
It is a huge surriqf nrouey
... sb(lut as
urclr as
thsworld
speoÀs æ,
€urn[g wqTr
twoqteeks.



Bunker
Democracy

. Fon the purposes of Emengency Planning (Civit
Defence), the United Kingdom is divided into 12
negional govennment aneâs. These ane officially
called rHome Defence Regionsr. Ten ane in Eng-
land and Wal-esp and one each in Scotl-and and
Nonthenn IneLand. Within the Regions thene ane
seventeen sub-negions. So fo:r example, negion 4,
which is,the East, is divided into sub-negion

4L, Carnbnidgeshine Nonfolk. and Suffolkn and sub-
:region 42 - Bedfondshine, Essex and Hentfo:rdshine.
Each of the twelve negions is unden a negional
cont::ollenn whoo in a war or other: emengency,
would have supneme power.

The systern of negional government has been
with us since well befor.e nuclean weapons had
even been invented. He:re is its history:

1919
The system stanted unden the Geddes Plan. The

countny was divided into 12 intennally nuled neg-
ioris as pant of a plan to deal with potential
irisun:rections ot? genet?a1 sbrikes. The:re have been
some changes, but Eme:rgency Planning has always
stuck close to this system of a dozen negions.

1935 -45
Plans ane modified to include Civil Defence against
ain attack on invasion. Bomb proof shelters ane
built to pnotect public and gove:rnment.

1950
'Conunencement of blast and nadiation pnoof 'ltar
Room p:rog:ramrne to house Regional Commissioners t
and about 50 negional staff.

1957
Ain Ministen Duncan Sandys announces Bnitainfs
abandonment of any hope of defence against
ain attack' 

irr^rr1963
The $pÉes fo:r Peace disnupt the whol-e systen by
neveâIi-ng ttre l-oCation and natune of all the l-2

Regional Seats of Govennment (as they wene by no^t

caLléd). This câuses the locations of the RSGS

to-1" àft.ttged, but does not deten ttre incneasing-
ly secnetive ains of the RSG system.

1964
The new Srrb-negional Headquantens (SRHQ8) are set
up, intended not to nescue, comfont and Protect
sunvivo:rs among the genenal populationr but to en-
sune the sunvival of a chosen few thnough contnoL
of the nemaining resoullces after a wan.

1968
Horne secnetany ,James Callaghan announced cutback
in Civit Defence. Activity is now geaned to build-
ing up a bunken and comnunications system that can

be used fon tinte:rnal secr:ritYr.

1971-2
Unden the Heath Govennmentr'-ttHome Defeneerr bas

u--"""i""f. Planning now openly inêIudes Peace-

Iir" àtàte"ncies. ilome oflice cinculan Ês/L/L972

states:---'-iit is cottsidereèt that there ls much connpn
qrcunâ-aâEwééi wat pTanning . and the ptepatations
tequited for and the otganisation appropttate to
a -najor peacetirne emetgencg or natu:al urergencg 

"'

r974
A veny impontant series of developments nor^r puts
this plan into effect. The boundanies of the subF
negions ane adjusted to coincide with the ne-
onganisation of local government unden the 1972
Local Govennment Act. Then the boundanies of the
52 local police fonces in the UK ane adjusted at
the same time. Finally the negional areas fon the
Tennitonial Anmy Volunteen Resenve, and fon the 10
Anmy UK Land Fonces Distnj-cts are aLso langely
matched with those of locaI government, the pol-
ice, and the negional govennment aneas.

In Manch 1980, Duncan Campbell, aften veny
thonough researeh into the bunken system as it
now is, concluded that:

'In an emergencg , the miTitarg wouJ-d be in
almost complete conttoL. The new regionaL Atmed
îorces Headquarters (AFHQs) have taken ovet the
tole once performed bg the TatgeJg civilian Region-
aI Seats of Govetnment, of controlling what remains
of soci'etg . '

6

I{hy do all these complex developments matter?
They matten fon the following reasons:

1) The undenground bunkens ane designed fon very
few people.
2)The purpose of Civil Defence is not to protect
the population, but to coptrol it,
3 ) These measunes of control ane designed to be
used, and have been used, in peacetime.

1. The Underground Btlnkers
ALl- the undengnound hrnkens have one thing in

common. They are meant only fon top eivil seï'-
vants, government ministere, miLitany staff and
senion police officers r

In eaeh sub-negion t'hene is a Sub Regional
Headquantens ( Snnq 1 , whieh is the eentne of
powen, Altbough the SRHQs vary in design, they
are veny much t nuclean shel.tens ? o and are a J-ong
way fnom the makeshift sheLtens fon the popul-
ation outlined in I Pnotect and Sunvivê. I Take
SRHQ 62 at Bas ingstoke. This buiLding is about
25 000 sq ft J-ange r on two level-s . It has concrete
wal-Ls 1â ft thick, and metal doons an inch thick .

It is equipped r^rith ain fiLtens to stop nadio-
active dust , its own genenaton with L0 000 gallons
of fuel-, and enough food fon 30 days. And this
is not the best pnotected of the govennment bunk-
ens . Indeed o the Home Office has descnibed it as
t Quite fnankJ.y, not very good t .

ExactJ-y who wiLL sutsvive a nucLean attack in
these bunkens is impossible to discoven because
of the secnecy sunnounding them. ft is only those
in the SRHQs who would stand much chance, however.



The County l{ar Headquarters, lower dovrn in the
Civil Defence shrueture, will not pnovide much
pnoteetion fon the Cor:nty Council staff who will
hide thene in wantime. We found this when $re

were shown nound the Cambnidgeshine Wan HQ by oun
Enengency Planning Officen. cleanly it is only thè
top people who are neally well pnotected. A mone
significant fact about tTre cambnidgeshine r l.lan HQ t

was the maps which we saw on the wàil. They showed
prepanations , not fon a wan o but fon a stnite by
waten wonkens.

2. The Purpose of
Ciuil Defence

Thene is plenty of evidence that the main pur-
pose of CiviL Defence is to contnol the population
nathen than to offen it help and pnotection. Hene
ane a few exampJ-es:

tc A Home Off ice document of 19 7 3 on the I Machineny
of Govennment in Wan t explained that the staff of
the SRHQs wouLd be concerned not with 'irwnediate
short Ëerm aid to the hardest hit areas' but with
'the maintenance bg the poLice of Law and order,
and witlt the general behaviout and morale of the
sutvivots.'

fc At the annual seminan fon Local authonity nepres -
entatives at the Home Defence College at Easingwold
in Yonkshine gneat emphasis is put on t law and
oïder | . In 1978 , the finst item in a paper entit-
Led rThe police in war? was t 'SpeciaL measures to
malntaln tnternal securitg with particuLar emphasis
concetntng subvetsLve ot potentiaTTg subrrers ive
peopTê' l

fc The Anmy Manual t Land Openations I voL g ( ? Counten
revolutionany activities I ) L969, sees its enemy as

'su llretslves , who take action to undetmine the
ntlttazy , eeonomLc, psgchoTogical morale ot polit-
lcal sttength of the nation and the TogaLtg of its
subJeets. ' Ïile can be sune that all peace campaigll-
ers and stnikens wouLd be incLuded in this defin-
ition if a cnisis came.

tt Duning I Openation Squane Ëeg t in Lg 80 ( a Civil
Defence Exencise), tnoops and police wene used
to pnevent people fnom fleeing cities; lange am-
ounts of CS gas were distnibuted to tnoops to
I heJ.p keep onden t I and pacifists , and othen r sub-
vensives t were nounded up o impnisoned, and some-
timee shot.

tt In an emengency thene ane plans to cut of 959o

of telephone subscnibens r so that they can only
receive calls. The peopJ-e in the bunkens can, mean-
ffigo on tal.king tà each othen ,

* The seven Home Office Cinculars issued in 1975
neveal that senvices and communieations .would
only be available to the staff of the bunkers.
The small food nesenves held by local authon-
ities would be unden the contnol of the Regional
Contnollens. Meanwhile, thene ane plans to shoot
people found lootitg in shops outside-

What the government thinks is most important
is shown in the classified document Home Offiee
Circulan ES/ 3 / tg7 6 , entitled I Br"ief ing Instnuctior
fon wantime Contnollenst The cincul-an deals , in
the context of a nuclean wano with just 4 topics:
f rlaw and onden, the use of sunviving industnial-
nesoutsces , manpower-,, and the collapse of the mon-
etany economy. tt

3. Gontrol Feacet

Do not think that just because I^Ie have not ha<

a nuclear I^Iar the Civil Defence plans have not ber
used. Dut^ing the minens stnike of 1974, the whol
system of bunkens was put on standby. So,now we
see what the for:r I States of EmengencJr r eal-led by
the Heath Government neally meant. The sSrstem wal
used again, this time by a Laboun Govennmento in
l.'977 , dur-ing the finemans stnike. And, of course
we would have seen the system used in 1981 if the
waten wonkens had cannied out thein thneat of an
all-out stnike. Whren 'Essex County Council f s
Emengency Plans were f inst published in 19 74, the
the Emengency PJ-annong Officen o Gnoup Captain
Bowen, emphasised that preparing fon strikes was
tta ma j on pnionity of the system. rt

We must nememben that these plans o supposedly
des igned to pnotect I f::eedom I and I democ::acy ? 

,
have been dnawn up in_ an undemocnatic l^Iayr so as
to more efficiently ndsfi:ict fneedom. The plans
alneady exist. The people who dr:ew them up are
nuling us now,

in EMIE

Ul



WI-IAT SHOULD
WE DO?

Penhaps the situation rooks hoperess. rt is
not. People can change thein fate. one hundned
and fifty years ago it Looked impossible that
every man in this countny would have the night to
vote. One hundned yeans ago, it seemed impossible
that every woman would have the night to vote.

rn the 1970s, people t s movements have had some
remankable successes. They have stopped the build-
ing of sevenal nucrean powen stations in Eunope,
and have slowed the nucreai enengy prognamme àr
the united states to a crawr. rn Fnance and
Japan, people have prevented land being seized
fon military bases. lfe can arso point to the
incnedible libenation stnuggl-es of the Black civil
Rights Movement in the usA o of Gandhi in rndia,
and more reeently of movements in Zimbabwe and
Nicanagua. The disanmament movement should take
heant fnom these struggles. '

In the last yean alone, the disanmament cam-
paign in Bnitain has aehieved some extnaondinany
things:

The government has been forced to officially
launch a campaign to tny and counten the Campaign
fon Nuelean Disarmament, because CND?s arguments
have begun to convince so many people. Sevenal
l-ocal authonities have declared thein areas nuc-
lear fuee zones, and the Gneater London Council
has gone fr::rthen and nefused to take pant in any
Civil Defenee plans for. war, even though it is
legalIy bound to do so. The for-ce of public
opinion has pnevented the intnoduction of the
nêutron bomb, and may have contnibuted to the de-
lay in the siting of cnuise missil-es in Bnitain.
Sever:al- Tnade Unions now support disanmament , and
thene ane a numben of specialist gnoups fon doctons,
teachers r Jour-nalists , Civil Senvants etc. against
the bomb. The Laboun panty has adopted unilateral
nuclean disanmament as panty poli"y o and all thepar:ties have had to make clean whene they stand onthis issu€.

But thene is a long way to go yet, T'{e need a
mass movement that undenstands the causes of r^iau,
and which knows how to bning about social change.

!{hat exactly can you. do about civil Defence?
!fe11, you may be able to think of some new thingso
bn-rt hene ane some suggestions of things which have
pnoved suecessful so fan.

:l:'spind out mone. Tny to nead books and pamphlets
about nuclean war. f !{atch out fon Tv or Radio
pnogrammes about the issue. Find out about theintennational situation, and about othen move-
ments that have successfulry changed society.
fs*;ein your local peaee gnoup, and. the campaignfon Nuelean Disanmament. Tny and make them moreeffective gnoups in educati"ê as many people aspossible about govennment wan plans. irrey needyour ideas.

RESEARCH

Two fifthr of the rvorld'l
scicntilic ræeerch and dcvelogmcnt
ir now dovotcd to military purporct

J.J.?s?s 't'ny to get youn local council to declane yours
anea a nuclean fnee zone, to nefuse to take pant
in any civil Defence plans, and to open any nuc-
lean shertens they have fon the publ_ic to see.
fs:'s Go and see youn Emengency planning officer.
Ask him/hen in detail about civir Deience plans.
:l* Talk to anyone you know who might be involved
in civil Defence plans porice r iio" bnigade omedical staff o membens of voluntany oog"risatiorr" .
Tny to convince them that oun only defence is dis-
anmament.

;!:t Find out the location of any goveï-nment bunken
nean you. Pubricise its wheneabouts to evenyone
in youn area, and demonstnate outside it (on-
inside them... )

:lz! Tel1 as many fniends as possible, wnite to
newspapens, tny wniting a leaflet and distnib-
uting it. Get togethen with fniends to do stneet
theatne on othen things you can think of. . .

we must wann you that thene will be people
who donrt like you knowing about the things whichcontrol youn life . !,lhen the Spi_gs f.or. .pe*egnevealed the tnue natune of t s of
Govennment in 1963, the Home secnetany of the time,
Henny Bnooke o declaned in the Daitv uâil:

,, THTS TS THE WORK OF A TRATTOR" .

,,pETERRENCE tS BASTD

ON THREAT WHICH IS

ONLY BELIEVABLE IF
OCCASIONALLY

CARRIED OUT''

But
what if

ts
that

MUTUALLY ASSURED DESTRUCTION ?
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