
Suggested translation Extract from Pierre Sylvain 

 

She1 no longer remembered2 there was a weapon3 until the father 

took it out of the chest he had kept it safely inside, wrapped in 

flanellette, since the day they had first moved into this farm, which 

was, like many others, in a remote4 spot. It was a pistol, a high-

calibre5 Browning6 which he had, up to then, had no grounds to 

make use of. The mother  sat across from him at the large table and 

watched him taking the gun apart, placing the parts on an old sheet 

of newspaper to protect the tabletop. She watched him apply 

grease and readjust  each part, check the working of the trigger and 

finally load the magazine with the bullets which he took one by one 

from a small canvas7 bag closed with a drawstring. She could tell8 he 

was worried. He went back into the bedroom and placed the gun, 

with its safety catch on, on the chest at the side9 of the bed, within 

reach. The previous evening, a military engineer had come and left 

him signal flares,10 just as a precaution,11 he had said. 

Life went on at the farm as we had always known it. There were no 

advance warning signs, none of the rumours which sometimes 

spread12 among the native population disturbed the usual routine. 

Then like a thunderbolt out of a blue sky13, the evening newspaper 

reported that there had been a terrorist attack that very morning in 

the town. Several bombs had exploded in the rush hour and killed a 

number of people, mostly Europeans, in the central market square. 

The  bloodbath was thought to be the work of people working for 

                                                           
1 You cannot begin with « The weapon, she … ». Focalization works 
differently in the two languages. If you were to begin « As for the gun, she 
did not… » it would be grammatically possible, but not the best option 
here. 
2 Or « She did not recall… » 
3 Or … that the weapon even existed 
4 Secluded, or isolated (slightly less good). Not « withdrawn » which is a 
personality trait. 
5 Or « large calibre ». 
6 The gun is named after its inventor, so the capital letter is retained. This is 
a general rule in English, so such nouns as Darwinism or Marxism take a 
capital, as do adjectives like Freudian, Edwardian or Chomskyan. 
7 It could be hessian https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hessian_fabric 
 
8 Or see 
9 Not at the bottom : think practical. 
10 If you just say « flares » it sounds like you mean a particular style of 
trousers, with wide bottoms, popular in the 1970s 
11 Or « to be on the safe side ». 
12 Someone found « which will sometimes spread », which is very good. 
This is « characteristic will ». 
13 Or « a completely unexpected thunderbolt. » 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hessian_fabric


the independance14 movement. After the two days of unrest15 which 

followed, all the signs pointed to a rapid aggravation of the 

situation, more terrorist attacks, and an inevitable16 chain of 

violence and repression. 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
14 «Separatist » is more specific, and doesn’t fit here. The Catalan separatist 
movement wants to break away from its host state. The Moroccan 
indpendence movement wanted to break away from another state, France. 
The story is set in colonial Morocco. 
15 Or « disorder. » 
16 My feeling is that « unavoidable » is not as good here, since it often 
refers to a personal chance of avoiding or not avoiding events. There is also 
a difference between « unavoidably » and « inevitably ». If I am late, I may, 
formally, say « I’m afraid I was unavoidably detained » (this means I was 
unable to avoid a problem : eg an urgent phone call, a sick child etc. If I said 
« I was inevitably detained », it would suggest that the delay was the same 
as the delay which happens every time, because of a situation which is 
written in the nature of things. One online commentator suggested 
« Perhaps "inevitable" is used more for matters of fate and "unavoidable" 
for matters of human intervention?” 



 

Flares : a design of trousers or jeans with wide leg bottoms. 

 

 

Signal flares 

 



 

Unavoidable in the BNC 

 

 

Inevitable in the BNC 

 



 

Canvas bag with drawstring 

 

Hessian bag with drawstring 


