UE 145 Grammar class two Groupe de John Mullen mars 2006
I hope you enjoyed grammar class one. Here is grammar class two.

To sum up, I was saying that the forms with HAVE and the past participle show that the action 

- is before the reference point

- is linked to the reference point.

For the present perfect (I’ve eaten too many pizzas), the reference point is the present moment.

In grammar class one, I gave the example of a job interview. Here are some more examples for the present perfect. They are other forms of link to the present.

Often we use the present perfect for actions of situations which 

- began in the past and

- are not finished.

I’ve been waiting for months.
I’ve been hoping for a promotion for years.

Have you lived in Paris long?

She’s known this customer for twelve years.

I’ve always believed in the value of listening to people.

Mike’s been in that job since he was eighteen.

Notice with this structure we often add an -ing as well, if we are talking about an action 

(I have been driving cars since I was fifteen).

If it is not an action but a state, we cannot use the -ing.

(I have always thought he was an idiot.)

Another example is the News Headlines. When we switch on the radio in the morning, we might hear the following.

“This is London and the world service of the BBC. Here is the news, read for you today by P G Wodehouse.

The prime minister, Tony Blair, has denied that he is a werewolf.

The people of Blablaland have chosen a new president.

There has been another Bomb attack in Blablaland.

Seventeen people have been saved from the mountain after six nights in the snow.

Ladies and Gentleman, Good Evening.

At a meeting at Transport House last night, Tony Blair denied he was a werewolf. “It runs in the family; we all have a lot of hair when there is a full moon,” he said.

In Capital city at eight O clock this morning, officials announced that Pietro Gramsci will be the new president .....”

Look carefully at the tenses. Notice all the present perfects.

In the headlines section, there are four present perfects. In the following section ( after “Good Evening” there are no present perfects.) But we are talking about the same facts, the same events. What is different is the way we are looking at the events.

In the headlines section, the most important thing is the new fact. We are not interested in when and how, just in the new fact. There is a link to the present - this is what is new.

In the second section, we are telling the story in its particular context in the past. We have the signs of the past (“last night”; “at eight O clock this morning”). We have to use the simple past and not the present perfect.
One important rule about the present perfet is that we can NOT use it if there is a sign of a finished time period. (We say in French “un marqueur de temps révolu”). Here are some example of these signs :

Yesterday

At six O clock

In 1492

Last Monday

Three minutes ago

When I was young

After breakfast

Before the war

In my first year at University

Any sentences beginning with these signs can NOT be in the present perfect, but MUST be in the simple past.

Before the war, my father lived in Stretford.

Three minutes ago, I explained about the news headlines.

Notice that what is important is that the TIME PERIOD is finished, not that the ACTION is finished. The following two sentences both talk about finished actions.

I have eaten six pizzas this week.

I ate three pizzas on Friday.

But the second sentence refers explicitly to a finished time period (Friday).

The first sentence refers explicitly to an unfinished time period (this week).

It is relatively easy when the time period is explicitly mentioned. Often it is not.

Last Friday I got up early, but I didn’t have time for breakfast. The metro wasn’t working so I arrived at work late. The students were dopy and I was exhausted before lunchtime.

Notice that one time marker (Last Friday) will control a long series of  verbs.

Have you had breakfast yet?

Have you finished ? 

refer to an unfinished time period which is not explicitly mentioned.

That is enough explanation for today. Tomorrow we will look at some more difficult concepts and the forms of the past perfect and the future perfect. 

Today’s exercises

If you have problems with irregular past participles, here is an exercise for you :

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/pperf2.htm

These are simple exercises, and very short
http://www.pacificnet.net/~sperling/quiz/past2.html

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/ppvpast1.htm
Short but a little more difficult :

http://www.smic.be/smic5022/testtenses2.htm
http://www.smic.be/smic5022/ex-tenses1.htm
General tense review exercise

http://esl.about.com/library/grammar/blgr_tense_review1.htm

If you find all this just too easy, go and amuse yourself with these exercises on many different grammar points :

http://www.louisville.edu/a-s/iesl/Resources/agrammar.htm

There are many different ways of explaining the HAVE + EN. You will find on websites some other ways of explaining it.

Enough for today .

JM
