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Political changes in the 
1970s





Trade union density in the United Kingdom 
from 1900 to 2000



Saltley Gate coke works February 1972

Bloody Sunday



January to March: the three-day week



Elections in February … and again in 
October!



Elected leader of Conservative Party, Feb 1975

EEC referendum 1975



Harold Wilson resigns, April 1976



James Callaghan Prime 
minister 1976-1979 (after 
Wilson’s second term 
1974-6)

1975 arrival of North Sea oil
1976 IMF crisis
1976 Race Relations Act
1978 Winter of discontent





1979-1997 Conservative 
government



Social and cultural 
events and changes 

in the UK in the 
1970s



In 1970 life expectancy for 
UK men was 68.7 years, 
and for women it was 75 
years. By 2010, these 
figures had risen  to 77.8 
years for men and 81.9 
years for women. 



Of marriages 
contracted in 1970, 
22% had ended in 
divorce before the 
15th wedding 
anniversary. Of 
marriages contracted 
in 1995, 33% had 
ended in divorce by 
the 15th anniversary. 



In 1970, almost half of all 
households in the UK have a car. 
(In 2010 85% will )

In 1970 65% of households own 
a washing machine . By 1980, 
79% will and by 2014 97%.

In 1970 35% of households have 
a telephone. By 1980, 72% will.

In 1970, 30% of households have 
central heating. By 1980, 59% 
will and by 2014, 96%.



Annie Nightingale



February 1970, Black 
Sabbath’s first album



Laurence Olivier made a 
peer, June 1970



August 1970: Isle of 
Wight festival



September 1970, album released



October 1970. Pope Paul VI 
canonized the « forty
martyrs » of England and 
Wales,



Gay Liberation
Front organized
first London 
demonstration
(Photo from two
years later in 
1972)



Leaflet
from
Mangro
ve Nine
campai
gn, 
Novem
ber
1970



December 1970: 
break-up of the 
Beatles (first 
announced in 
previous April)



First 
published
in 1970



First published in 1970





January 1971: Divorce Reform Act 1969 comes into effect



January 1971: Open University TV broadcasts begin



April 1971: Members of the Welsh Language Association 
put on trial for defacing and destroyong road signs





The Who released their new album « Who’s next »



September 1971: the OGWT began



« Spaghetti 
Junction » opened
in November 1971, 
today sees 200 000 
cars a day, 5 times 
more than back 
then.





1970s board
game about 
finding oil in 
the North Sea



First published
in 1971



First published in 1971







By 1972, 73% of 
households had fridges. 
By 1980, 92%



March to Aldermaston
1972 and peace festival



Robert Mark, new head of the Metropolitan Police in April 1972 « A good police 
force is one which arrests more crooks than it employs »



June 1972 1978



October 1972: Three Cambridge colleges admit women



First episode of Emmerdale Farm, October 1972



First published in 1972



First published 1972



First published 1972





March 1973



March 1973



First women in London Stock Exchange: March 1973



LBC



The Royal Commission on Scottish 
devolution and other constitutional 
questions reported after four years’ 
work. 



Last of the Summer Wine



Brian Josephson, Nobel prize in 
Physics

Geoffrey Wilkinson, nobel prize in 
chemistry





BBC Ceefax September 1974



First published in 1974



England world cup 
squad 1970 and 2014





Donald Coggan January
1975





Sex Pistols’ first concert:  November 1975



The Equal Pay Act came into effect



In 1975, social spending amounted to 19.4% of Gross National 
Product. In 1960, the figure had stood at 12.4% (of a far smaller GDP).

The first meetings of the Gay Labour Group were held, lobbying inside 
the Labour Party for gay liberation to be taken more seriously.

The Campaign for Homosexual Equality declared that it had six 
thousand members around the country.

Angela Rippon became the first ever regular woman newsreader on 
television, working for the BBC. It would be three years before ITV 
followed suit, employing Anna Ford to read the news. 



1975





1976-1978 Strike at 
Grunwick, a 
milestone in the 
involvement of 
trade unions in 
antiracist solidarity,







Brotherhood of Man win the Eurovision 
song contest in 1976



Notting Hill August 1976



1976: first intercity 125 trains



1976: Sex Pistols on Bill Grundy show



First published in 1976





An early work by Ken Loach – Tv play



1977











1978

In 1978, 28.5% of all jobs were in 
manufacturing industry; in 2009, the 
figure was just 10%.

In 1978 there were 13 million trade 
union members in the United Kingdom.









Viv Anderson









Dame Josephine Barnes became 
the first woman president of the 
British Medical
Association. 


