Grammar class three

Today I’m going to look at some aspects of the modal “will”. Again, I will be comparing it with a non-modal expression – the expression “going to”. 

First of all, pronunciation and spelling. When speaking, unless the situation is very formal indeed, you must contract the word “will”. So you have to say 

I’ll be with you in a moment.

You’ll tell her, won’t you ?

He’ll never make it. 

It’ll rain, you’ll see.

She’ll get there before us.

We’ll never tell anyone.

They’ll not be selling so many this year.

We also do this with proper names :

Mr Smith’ll be ready in a moment.

Mary’ll know the specifications.

Michael’ll got the conference with you.

On the other hand, when you are writing, unless the situation is extremely informal, you must not contract. In a business report or a newspaper articles contractions are not normally used.
The Japanese prime minister will be on a visit to Indonesia around that time. 

Sales will pick up by the end of the year.

The new version of our software has some extra features.

Let’s move on to the meaning, and the difference between will and going to.
I’m sure you know that sometimes we say

I’m going to have a pizza.

And sometimes we say

I’ll have a pizza.

Bothe of these sentences talk about our plans or intentions, but they are quite different.
We sometimes say 

The team are going to have difficulty scoring goals in the second half.
And we sometimes say

The team will have difficulty scoring goals in the second half.

Both of these sentences make a prediction about the future, but they are quite different.
Let’s begin with the two sentences about plans and intentions
I’m going to have a pizza.

I’ll have a pizza.

The second sentence uses the modal “will”. Modals are used to involve the person in the sentence. So “Will” is used for promises, decisions, threats. This particular use of “will”  we sometimes call “intention at the moment of decision”. That is to say 

I’ll have a pizza.

Expresses a NEW DECISION. Perhaps the speaker has a menu in his or her hand and has just chosen the meal. This sentence is not an objective description of a future situation, it is an expression of the speaker’s decision. 

(This is why in another context, you need to translate “I won’t be treated like this” as “Je refuse qu’on me traite comme cela.”)

We use “will” for all decisions, not just important ones. So, for example this telephone dialogue
A: Je vous donne les details si vous voulez.

B: Attendez un instant, je prends un stylo.

Has only one possible translation 

A: I’ll give you the details if you want.

B: Just a moment, I’ll get a pen.

This is because “getting a pen” is a new decision.

I’m going to have a pizza is quite different.

It is an “objective” description of a situation – I have the intention of having a pizza. This is not a new decision, I had already decided before I say this sentence.

This sentence means “the pizza plan is in progress.” This is the meaning “of going to”.

This is not surprising – after all “I’m going to London” means I am en route for London; so “I’m going to have a pizza” means that the action of having a pizza is en route.

It is important to use the right expression – if you use “will” every time, you sound ridiculously spontaneous. If you use “going to” every time, you sound annoyed and over-organized!
Quite often you will need to pass from one to the other ; if you change your mind for example. Look at this dialogue. 

A : I’m visiting London this weekend, I’m going to go with my car on the ferry.

B: Didn’t you know? The ferries are on strike!

A: Oh, in that case I’ll take the train. 

The first sentence represents a decision previously taken. The last sentence represents a new decision.

Prediction.

Again for prediction there is a difference between “will” and “going to”. Will is used to predict things because the speaker is an expert or has an opinion.

At the end of the week there will be rain in the South.

The Chinese economy will overtake the French economy in 2013.

Women born in Capricorn will meet a tall handsome man this week. 

There will be several new elements to be taken into account by then.

So most of the time, if you want to make a prediction, you use “will”.

But sometimes, if the prediction is based on something you can see or hear at the moment of speaking, then you should use “going to” – the process is already en route.

Be careful! That statue is going to fall. 

Look at those clouds. I think it’s going to rain. 

Have you seen the aggressive tone of this letter – it’s going to be very difficult to negotiate with him!

My stomach feels strange. Oh no, I think I’m going to throw up!

Grammar is difficult. You need to read this grammar class several times, on different days. 
Here are three exercises to help you practice. 

The first exercise is here

The second exercise is here

The third exercise is here
JM

